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Bolton willing to testify in impeachment trial if subpoenaed

In this July 31, 2019 file photo, then National security adviser John Bolton speaks to media at the White House in Washington. 
Associated Press

By ZEKE MILLER, MARY 
CLARE JALONICK and ERIC 
TUCKER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Former White House na-
tional security adviser John 
Bolton said he is "prepared 
to testify" if he is subpoe-
naed by the Senate in 
its impeachment trial  of 
President Donald Trump, a 
surprise statement that bol-
stered Democrats in their 
push for new witnesses.
Bolton, who left the White 
House in September, 
said Monday that he has 
weighed the issues of ex-
ecutive privilege and af-
ter "careful consideration 
and study" decided that 
he would comply with any 
Senate subpoena. “If the 
Senate issues a subpoena 
for my testimony, I am pre-
pared to testify,” he said.

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Front
If Bolton were to appear, he 
could provide a first-hand 
account of events central 
to the impeachment case 
against the president. As 
a senior adviser, he was 
present for key moments 
that were investigated in 

the House's impeachment 
inquiry, including meetings 
with Ukrainian officials.
His willingness to comply 
with a subpoena could 
complicate the strategy 
of Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, who 
has expressed resistance 

to calling new witnesses. 
Bolton left a message for 
McConnell before he is-
sued his statement on Mon-
day morning, a person fa-
miliar with the matter con-
firmed to The Associated 
Press on the condition of 
anonymity because he or 
she wasn't authorized to 
speak publicly.
McConnell has called for 
a swift impeachment trial, 
with a possible final vote 
after opening arguments. 
He has repeatedly referred 
to President Bill Clinton's im-
peachment, when leaders 
decided how to proceed 
after the trial had started. 
In that case, witnesses 
gave closed-door deposi-
tions and some excerpts 
of those interviews were 
played on the Senate floor. 
"The Senate has a unani-
mous bipartisan precedent 
for when to handle mid-
trial questions such as wit-
nesses — in the middle of 
the trial," McConnell said as 
he opened the Senate on 
Monday. 
First, though, the Senate 
must receive the articles 
of impeachment. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has 
stalled the transmission 
of House-passed articles 
against Trump in a bid for 
the witness testimony that 
Democrats are seeking.
Pelosi did not provide any 
clues about her next steps 
Monday. But in a tweet she 
said Trump and McConnell 
have "run out of excuses" 
for not calling witnesses or 
producing documents that 
Trump has blocked. 
Trump told Rush Limbaugh 
on his radio show that the 
whole process is "sad for 
our country" and suggest-
ed that Pelosi doesn't want 
a trial. 
"She doesn't want to get a 
vote because how could 
anybody possibly — it's to-
tally partisan," Trump said. 
Bolton's testimony would 
inject an element of unpre-
dictability to an impeach-
ment trial that is widely ex-

pected to end with Trump's 
acquittal. He clashed with 
Trump while working at 
the White House, and the 
two men offered differing 
versions of whether he re-
signed or was fired when 
he left office. 
Should he testify, Bolton 
would almost certainly be 
asked about a comment 
he is said to have made 
that he did not want to 
be "part of whatever drug 
deal" European Union Am-
bassador Gordon Sondland 
and White House chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney were 
"cooking up" as Trump pres-
sured Ukraine to investigate 
Democrats. 
That pressure, as Trump was 
withholding security aid to 
Ukraine, was at the heart 
of the inquiry in the House, 
which voted to impeach 
Trump on Dec. 18. 
Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said in a statement after 
Bolton's announcement 
that "momentum for un-
covering the truth in a Sen-
ate trial continues."
Schumer said that it is "now 
up to four Senate Republi-
cans to support bringing in 
Mr. Bolton" and the other 
witnesses he has proposed, 
including Mulvaney. Re-
publicans hold the Senate 
with a 53-seat majority, and 
Democrats would have to 
find four Republicans to 
vote with them to issue a 
subpoena.
If Republicans oppose the 
subpoenas Democrats 
have proposed, Schumer 
said, "they would make ab-
solutely clear they are par-
ticipating in a cover up."
At least one Senate Repub-
lican was ready to hear 
from Bolton. "He has first-
hand information," Sen. Mitt 
Romney, R-Utah., told re-
porters. "Assuming that the 
articles of impeachment 
reach the Senate, I'd like to 
hear what he has to say."
Other Republicans down-
played the possibility of 
calling Bolton at the trial. 

"Call me a skeptic that 
there's anything he would 
add," said Sen. John Thune 
of South Dakota, a mem-
ber of Republican leader-
ship,
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio 
tweeted that the Senate 
should not move beyond 
the evidence collected in 
the House inquiry — a pro-
cess that McConnell has 
called the "least thorough" 
in history. 
"Our job is to vote on what 
the House passed, not to 
conduct an open ended 
inquiry," Rubio tweeted. 
And another Republican, 
Missouri Sen. Josh Haw-
ley, introduced legislation 
Monday to change Senate 
rules to allow the dismissal 
of articles of impeachment 
if they aren't transmitted to 
the Senate. 
"I don't know why we 
would" hear from Bolton, 
Hawley said, "but let's start 
the trial." 
House Intelligence Com-
mittee Chairman Adam 
Schiff, D-Calif., signaled in 
a tweet that he will not call 
Bolton again in the House, 
writing that "the Senate 
must allow testimony from 
him, Mulvaney and others." 
Schiff had invited Bolton 
to testify in the inquiry but 
did not subpoena him, 
saying he didn't want the 
impeachment case to lan-
guish in the courts. Instead, 
the House voted to im-
peach Trump for obstruc-
tion of Congress. 
Bolton late last year teased 
that he would have more to 
say about Ukraine, tweet-
ing that people should "stay 
tuned." The Associated 
Press reported in November 
that Bolton is writing a book 
and has a deal with the 
publisher Simon & Schuster, 
according to three publish-
ing officials with knowledge 
of the situation. Two said 
the deal was worth $2 mil-
lion. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
they weren't authorized to 
speak publicly. q

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., is surrounded 
by reporters after remarks on the floor about the looming im-
peachment trial of President Donald Trump and Trump's order 
to kill an Iranian general, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, 
Jan. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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Homeland Security will share citizenship data with Census

In this April 23, 2019 file photo, immigration activists rally out-
side the Supreme Court as the justices hear arguments over the 
Trump administration's plan to ask about citizenship on the 2020 
census, in Washington. 

Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 
Department of Homeland 
Security is agreeing to share 
citizenship information with 
the U.S. Census Bureau as 
part of President Donald 
Trump's order to collect 
data on who is a citizen fol-
lowing the Supreme Court's 
rejection of a citizenship 
question on the 2020 Cen-
sus form.
Trump's order is being chal-
lenged in federal court, 
but meanwhile the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity two weeks ago an-
nounced the agreement in 
a report. It said the agency 
would share administrative 
records to help the Census 
Bureau determine the num-
ber of citizens and non-cit-
izens in the U.S., as well as 
the number of immigrants 
who are in the U.S. illegally.
Information to be shared 
includes personally-identi-
fiable data, the Homeland 
Security documentsays. 
Federal law prohibits the 
Census Bureau from releas-
ing personally identifiable 
data, and the bureau says 
in its  fact-sheet on privacy, 
"Your answers can only be 
used to produce statistics 
— they cannot be used 
against you in any way."
The Census Bureau has 
promised the data will be 
kept for no more than two 
years, and will then be de-
stroyed, according to the 
agreement. The data will 
be used to help the Census 
Bureau create a model es-
timating the likelihood that 
each person in the U.S. is a 
citizen, non-citizen or  an 
immigrant in the country 
without legal permission.
Among the information 
Homeland Security will pro-
vide is a person's alien iden-
tification number, country 
of birth and date of natu-
ralization or naturalization 
application. The depart-
ment is awaiting word on 

whether it will be allowed 
to release information on 
asylum and refugee ap-
plicants, which typically is 
prohibited from being dis-
closed.
The Homeland Security 
document acknowledges 
risks that the Census Bureau 
will assign an inaccurate 
immigration status to some-
one, that people won't be 
able to correct mistakes 
about themselves and that 
Homeland Security infor-
mation will be linked inac-
curately to data from other 
sources used by the Census 
Bureau.
"Linking records between 
datasets is not likely to be 
100% accurate," the Home-
land Security document 
notes.
Trump ordered the Census 
Bureau to collect citizen-
ship information through 
administrative records from 
federal agencies and the 
50 states after the Supreme 
Court ruled against his ad-
ministration last summer by 
deciding that a citizenship 
question wouldn't be al-
lowed on this spring's 2020 
Census questionnaire. 
The administration had said 
the question was being 
added to aid in enforce-
ment of the Voting Rights 
Act, which protects minority 
voters' access to the ballot 
box. But Chief Justice John 
Roberts joined the court's 
four more liberal members 
in saying the administra-
tion's current justification 
for the question "seems to 
have been contrived."
Opponents of the citizen-
ship question had argued it 
would scare off immigrants, 
Hispanics and others from 
participating in the once-
a-decade head count. The 
2020 Census will help deter-
mine how many congres-
sional seats each state gets 
as well as the distribution of 
$1.5 trillion in federal funds.

The order to collect citizen-
ship data through federal 
and state administrative 
records currently is being 
challenged by civil rights 
groups in federal court 
in Maryland. Their lawsuit 
claims that the citizenship-
data gathering is motivat-
ed by "a racially discrimina-
tory scheme" to reduce the 
political power of Latinos 
and increase the represen-
tation of non-Latino whites.
As part of the order, the U.S. 
Census Bureau has asked 
state drivers' license bu-
reaus for records, but so far 
only Nebraska has agreed 
to cooperate.
Gathering the citizenship 
data would give the states 
the option to design state 
and legislative districts us-
ing voter-age citizen num-
bers instead of the total 

population, Trump said in 
the order. Opponents fear 
that would make legislative 
districts more Republican-
leaning and less diverse.
"Whether that approach is 

permissible will be resolved 
when a state actually pro-
poses a districting plan 
based on the voter-eligible 
population," Trump's order 
said.q
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U.S. braces for Iranian response: a 'tit for tat' assault?

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, left, hands off the microphone to Secretary of Defense Mark 
Esper to deliver a statement on Iraq and Syria, at President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago property, 
Sunday, Dec. 29, 2019, in Palm Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press

By LOLITA BALDOR, ROBERT 
BURNS and ZEKE MILLER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
officials on Monday braced 
for Iran to respond to the 
killing of its most power-
ful general, noting height-
ened military readiness in 
the country and preparing 
for a possible "tit-for-tat" 
attempt on the life of an 
American military com-
mander. 
President Donald Trump 
ordered the Jan. 2 strike 
against Gen. Qassem So-
leimani, the head of Iran's 
elite Quds Force, after the 
death of an American con-
tractor in Iraq. Now, as the 
massive demonstrations of 
Iran's public mourning pe-
riod for Soleimani  come 
to a close, officials believe 
the next steps by America' 
longtime foe will determine 
the ultimate course of the 
latest crisis.
While officials say Ameri-
can intelligence isn't clear 
on whether Iran's latest mili-
tary moves are designed to 
bolster Tehran's defenses 
or prepare for an offensive 
strike, the U.S. is continuing 
to reinforce its own posi-
tions in the region, includ-
ing repositioning some 
forces. One official said the 
U.S. anticipated a "major" 
attack of some type within 
the next day or two.
On Monday, Defense Sec-
retary Mark Esper said no 
decision had been made 
about withdrawing troops 
from Iraq. Pro-Iranian fac-
tions in the Iraqi Parliament 
have pushed to oust Ameri-
can troops  following Solei-
mani's killing on Iraqi soil. Es-
per spoke to reporters after 
a letter from a U.S. Marine 
general circulated that 
seemed to suggest a with-
drawal had been ordered 
in response to a vote by the 
Iraqi Parliament over the 
weekend. "There's been 
no decision whatsoever to 
leave Iraq," Esper said.

Soleimani's death, which 
has sparked major protests, 
further nuclear develop-
ment and new threats of 
violence, has raised the 
prospect of a wide and un-
predictable conflict in the 
Middle East and escalated 
tensions between Iran and 
the U.S.
The two nations have ca-
reened from one flare-up 
to another since Trump be-
gan his "maximum pressure" 
campaign against Iran 
shortly after taking office. 
He abrogated the 2015 nu-
clear deal and reimposed 
crushing economic sanc-
tions, both steps aimed at 
preventing Iran from get-
ting a nuclear weapon 
and deterring the sort of 
regional aggression spear-
headed by Soleimani.
Two U.S. officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss internal discus-
sions, said targeting Solei-
mani was not representa-
tive of a wholesale shift in 
American policy toward 
Iran, despite Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo's com-

ments on Sunday that the 
U.S. was targeting Iran's 
"actual decision-makers" 
rather than its network of 
proxy allies. Trump has re-
peatedly contended that 
he is not seeking "regime 
change" in Iran, as has 
been pushed by some of 
his more hawkish advisers.
Still, Trump's strike against 
Soleimani, a revered fig-
ure in Iran whose death 
sparked large displays of 
anger and grief, was a risky 
decision his Republican 
and Democratic predeces-
sors opted not to take out 
of concern it would draw 
the U.S. and Iran closer to 
conflict. 
U.S. officials are also aware 
that Iran could try to strike a 
high-level American leader 
in a "tit-for-tat" move, po-
tentially a military com-
mander. 
One official said some Ira-
nian ships have spread out, 
and while the intent isn't im-
mediately clear, they could 
move rapidly to attack. 
The U.S. military has in-
creased protection of its 

forces, particularly in Iraq. 
Officials said a number of 
the recently deployed sol-
diers from the 1st Brigade of 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
had moved into Iraq from 
Kuwait in order to increase 
security for Americans 
there. The U.S. military has 
stopped all training of Iraqi 
forces to focus on force 
protection, officials said.
As of Monday, officials 
said, there had not been 
a broadly distributed order 
or recommendation to in-
crease security at military 
installations worldwide. 
Instead, decisions were 
being left up to the com-
manders.
The U.S. military's concern 
about its vulnerability to Ira-
nian attack in the Persian 
Gulf region has been at 
a heightened state since 
about May, when the ad-
ministration reported it was 
getting intelligence indica-
tions that Iran was planning 
attacks on U.S. interests in 
Iraq and elsewhere in the 
region. The Pentagon sent 
additional forces to the 

Gulf at that point, and in 
July it worked out an ar-
rangement with the gov-
ernment of Saudi Arabia to 
send U.S. forces to a large 
base deep in the Saudi des-
ert, in less obvious range of 
Iranian missiles.
The main hub for Ameri-
can military air operations 
throughout the Middle 
East is located at al-Udeid 
air base in Qatar – within 
easy range of Iranian mis-
siles. American forces also 
are stationed in the United 
Arab Emirates and Kuwait. 
The Navy's 5th Fleet, which 
operates throughout the 
region, is based at Bahrain.
Meanwhile on Capitol Hil 
in the U.S.l, Democrats 
prepared largely symbolic 
resolutions under the War 
Powers Act to limit the 
president's military actions 
regarding Iran. In a letter to 
House Democrats, Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi called the air-
strike on Soleimani "provoc-
ative and disproportionate" 
and said it had "endan-
gered our servicemembers, 
diplomats and others by 
risking a serious escalation 
of tensions with Iran." 
Congress, which has the 
sole power to declare 
war, has complained that 
Trump did not provide ad-
vance notice of his airstrike 
in Baghdad. Trump did 
meet the 48-hour deadline 
required by the War Powers 
Act to notify Congress after 
the deadly drone strike. The 
document was classified, 
and no public version was 
released. 
Senators will receive a 
briefing Wednesday on 
the situation, according to 
a person familiar with the 
meeting. Pompeo, Esper, 
CIA Director Gina Haspel 
and Army Gen. Mark Mil-
ley, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, are expect-
ed to speak. The House 
is also expected to be 
briefed this week.q
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Foretold "uprising" hits cash-starved Mississippi prisons

Gov. Phil Bryant discusses with reporters, his concerns about the recent violence at the state peni-
tentiary in Parchman, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020, in Jackson, Miss.

Associated Press

By JEFF AMY and EMILY 
WAGSTER PETTUS 
Associated Press
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — 
The leader of Mississippi's 
underfunded prison sys-
tem was pleading with 
lawmakers for money to 
hire more guards and pay 
them better in 2012 when 
he warned, "I see trouble 
down the road."
Christopher Epps, a long-
time Mississippi Department 
of Corrections employee, 
would later go to prison 
himself for collecting $1.4 
million in bribes. But during 
budget hearings in Octo-
ber 2012, he said keeping 
salaries for guards the low-
est in the nation would only 
work "as long as we don't 
have an uprising."
The uprising arrived last 
week when five inmates 
died at the hands of fellow 
prisoners and two of the 
state's largest prisons were 
rocked by what correc-
tions officials called "ma-
jor disturbances" between 
gangs. Some observers 
called them riots.
Now, with a new governor's 
inauguration looming and 
a new prison chief to be 
selected, Mississippi leaders 
face choices. They could 
pump tens of millions more 
dollars into a prison budget 
that already strains financ-
es in the nation's poorest 
state. They could try to re-
sume stalled progress to-
ward letting people out of 
prison in a state with one of 
the highest incarceration 
rates in the world. Or they 
could try to put a Band-
Aid on the current crisis 
and keep locking people 
up without spending more 
money.
Phil Bryant, Mississippi's out-
going governor, on Mon-
day blamed gangs operat-
ing inside the prison system, 
saying prisons are difficult 
to manage "under the best 
of circumstances." Bryant 
spoke specifically about 
the infamous Mississippi 
State Penitentiary at Parch-
man.
"Someone asked earlier, 
who's responsible for what's 
happening at Parchman? 
The inmates," Bryant told 
reporters. "The inmates are 
the ones that take each 
other's lives. The inmates 

are the ones that fashion 
weapons out of metal ... 
So, I would say look to the 
inmates."
But others say it's the state's 
responsibility to keep pris-
oners safe.
"The Mississippi Department 
of Corrections needs to be 
responsible for this massa-
cre," said Malaika Canada, 
a prisoner advocate whose 
son is incarcerated at East 
Mississippi Correctional Fa-
cility near Meridian.
After violence Thursday, 
guards and state troopers 
marched some prisoners 
at Parchman into Unit 32, a 
cell block closed in 2011 as 
part of a lawsuit settlement. 
In July 2007, the American 
Civil Liberties Union told a 
federal judge that Unit 32's 
living conditions were "as 
bad as anywhere in the 
country."
Bryant said Monday that 
"inmates' needs are being 
met."
"Bottled water was brought 
in this morning," the Repub-
lican said. "Food service 
has intensified to make sure 
that we could get the nec-
essary food to them. We 
talked earlier today about 
any prescription medica-
tion that the inmates may 
need." 
Two prisoners escaped 
from Parchman during the 
uproar. Both have been re-
captured. 
Dillion Willams was caught 
Monday in a wooded area 
near Rossville, Tennessee, 
by officers from multiple 
agencies.
Statistics reveal stress at 
the three prisons directly 
run by the state. At Parch-
man, Central Mississippi 
Correctional Facility in 
Pearl and South Mississippi 
Correctional Institution in 
Leakesville, only about half 
of security posts were filled 
in the budget year ending 
June 30, 2019, according 
to documents the Correc-
tions Department submit-
ted last summer to budget 
writers. More than 1,000 
times, prison employees 
had to work a double shift 
because there was no one 
to take their place.
While Mississippi provides 
plenty of inmate alco-
hol and drug rehabilita-
tion opportunities, prisons 

remain rife with drugs. At 
Central Mississippi, which 
in part takes in prisoners 
just sentenced, 72% of tests 
showed drugs. At South 
Mississippi, 30% of drug tests 
came back positive.
Drugs and violence at pris-
ons that were supposed 
to be locked down raise 
questions about whether 

guards are involved. Some 
low-paid guards have 
been indicted for smug-
gling illegal drugs and cell-
phones to prisoners. Bribes 
to guards may come from 
money extorted from pris-
oners' families. Past reports 
have shown relatives send-
ing cash cards after impris-
oned kin were threatened 

with harm.
"When they're on lock-
down, if they can't keep 
people safe, we've got 
some administrative issues," 
said Scott Colom, a district 
attorney in northeast Mis-
sissippi. "They're on lock-
down," said Canada. "You 
can't get out of lockdown 
without keys."q
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BOSTON (AP) — A Gua-
temalan woman seeking 
asylum in Massachusetts is 
suing the federal govern-
ment to reunite with her 
partner and son, who have 
been ordered to remain in 
Mexico under the Trump 
administration's asylum 
process.
The lawsuit filed on behalf 
of Maudy Constanza and 
her partner, Hanz Morales, 
argues the asylum policy 
violates constitutional due 
process and equal protec-
tion rights.
"United States law pro-
tects asylum seekers like 
Ms. Constanza, Mr. Mo-
rales, and their children," 

the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Massachusetts 
said in the suit filed Friday 
in federal court in Boston. 
"The law forbids sending 
people to countries where 
they will be persecuted 
or tortured, and provides 
migrants with an opportu-
nity to see an immigration 
judge before they may be 
sent to a place where they 
fear such persecution or 
torture."
The civil rights group said 
the couple fled Guatema-
la with their three young 
children last year after Mo-
rales was shot four times. 
The family traveled togeth-
er to Mexico but split up 

just before crossing the U.S. 
border in July 2019. 
Constanza and the cou-
ple's two daughters were 
released into the U.S. to 
pursue their asylum claim, 
but Morales and their 
9-year-old son were re-
turned to Mexico. 
They are among more 
than 50,000 people who 
have been sent back to 
the country as a result of 
President Donald Trump's 
Remain in Mexico policy, 
which took effect in Janu-
ary 2019. 
Formally known as the Mi-
grant Protection Protocols, 
the policy requires asy-
lum seekers from certain 

Spanish-speaking nations, 
including Guatemala, to 
wait out the U.S. immigra-
tion court process in Mex-
ico. 
But while living in Mexico, 
Morales and his son have 
survived an attempted kid-
napping, struggled to find 
food and rarely leave their 
home because of the vio-
lent and dangerous condi-
tions near the border, ac-
cording to the ACLU.
The organization wants a 
federal judge to declare 
the asylum policy unlawful 
and allow Morales and his 
son to await the outcome 
of their case in the U.S. with 
the rest of their family. 

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, which is named 
in the suit, declined to 
comment.
The ACLU and other groups 
sued last year in San Fran-
cisco federal court on be-
half of 11 migrants chal-
lenging the asylum policy. 
An appeals court panel 
heard arguments in the 
case in October but has 
yet to rule. 
The ACLU's San Diego 
chapter has also sued the 
federal government over 
the policy, arguing that 
asylum-seekers should 
have access to an attor-
ney before being returned 
to Mexico to wait.q

Guatemalan seeking asylum sues U.S. to reunite with family

Sweeping changes expected as Virginia Democrats take control

Gov. Ralph Northam speaks to members of the media after a press conference at the State Capi-
tol Monday, Jan. 6, 2020 where he previewed his voting legislative proposals, including removing 
Lee-Jackson Day as a state holiday and replacing it with election day. 

Associated Press

By ALAN SUDERMAN 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Democrats in Virginia are 
looking to advance a 
history-making agenda 
when the General Assem-
bly convenes Wednesday 
that could change how 
Virginians vote, the type of 
guns they can buy and the 
crimes for which they can 
be jailed.
Quick action is expected 
on a number of high-pro-
file issues that Republicans 
have thwarted for years in 
what could be the one of 
the most sweeping legisla-
tive sessions in decades. 
"This is a new year in the 
Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia, and a lot of these things 
that we've been talking 
about for years are now 
going to become a reality," 
Gov. Ralph Northam said 
Friday in announcing plans 
for a major overhaul of the 
state's criminal justice sys-
tem that includes decrimi-
nalizing marijuana. 
On Monday, Northam an-
nounced his backing of 
legislation to allow no-
excuse absentee voting 
and to make Election Day 
a state holiday. As part of 
the plan the state would 
scrap Lee Jackson Day, a 
day honoring Confederate 
generals.
Other Democrat-spon-
sored initiatives involve 
prohibiting discrimination 
against members of the 
LGBTQ community and 

making Virginia the next 
state to ratify the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The 
amendment, submitted to 
the states in the early 1970s, 
would ban any discrimina-
tion based on sex. Virginia 
could be the crucial 38th 
state to ratify it, though le-
gal challenges are almost 
certain to follow. 
Voter antipathy toward 
President Donald Trump, 
particularly in suburban ar-
eas, has helped dramati-
cally reshape the General 
Assembly since the presi-
dent took office. Demo-
crats won control of both 
chambers of the legislature 
last year, and now, along 

with Northam, have an op-
portunity to pass priorities in 
a number of areas that Re-
publicans have blocked for 
years.
"The length of the list of 
things for which people 
are expecting action is lon-
ger than I ever remember 
it being," said Democratic 
Del. Ken Plum, who was first 
elected in the late 1970s. 
"On the one hand it can 
be overwhelming, on the 
other hand it can be excit-
ing. ... It's going to be a big 
one."
Republican Del. Todd Gil-
bert, who is set to be the 
next House minority leader, 
said Democrats should be 

cautious about claiming a 
broad mandate. He noted 
that House Republicans 
enjoyed a supermajor-
ity when President Barack 
Obama was in office and 
just a few thousand votes 
spread across a handful 
of districts made the differ-
ence in partisan control of 
the General Assembly last 
year.
"Anyone who thinks the 
pendulum can't swing 
back just as quickly isn't 
paying attention," Gilbert 
said. 
Likely the most prominent 
debate this year will be on 
gun control, an area where 
Democrats have promised 

significant changes.
Democrats want to man-
date universal background 
checks, ban assault weap-
ons and pass a red flag law 
to allow the temporary re-
moval of guns from some-
one who is deemed to be 
dangerous to themselves 
or others.
Guns became a major is-
sue in last year's legislative 
elections after a gunman 
killed a dozen people in 
Virginia Beach in May. A 
gun-control group backed 
by former New York City 
Mayor and 2020 presiden-
tial hopeful Michael Bloom-
berg spent heavily to help 
Democrats win a majority. 
Ahead of this session, gun-
rights groups have pledged 
stiff defiance. The Virginia 
Citizens Defense League, 
a prominent pro-gun 
group, said it plans to have 
"enough citizens armed 
with handguns to take over 
a modern mid-sized coun-
try" at its annual "lobby day" 
later this month. 
Other flash points this ses-
sion could be between lib-
eral and moderate Demo-
crats, particularly on busi-
ness-related issues such as 
Virginia's status as a "right 
to work" state that blocks 
mandatory union fees in 
workplaces and efforts to 
put new restrictions on the 
short-term, high-interest 
loan industry and Dominion 
Energy, the state's largest 
electric monopoly.q
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This photo shows an IKEA location in Philadelphia, Monday, Jan. 
6, 2020. 

Associated Press

IKEA to pay $46M in 
boy's dresser tipover 
death, lawyers say
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — IKEA 
has agreed to pay $46 
million to the parents of a 
2-year-old boy who died 
of injuries suffered when a 
70-pound (32-kilogram) re-
called dresser tipped over 
onto him, the family's law-
yers said Monday.
Jozef Dudek, of Buena 
Park, California, died in 
2017 of his injuries, and his 
parents sued the Swedish 
home furnishings company 
in a Philadelphia court in 
2018.
In the lawsuit, the Dudeks 
accused IKEA of know-
ing that its Malm dressers 
posed a tip-over hazard 

and that they had injured 
or killed a number of chil-
dren, but that the compa-
ny had failed to warn con-
sumers that the dressers 
shouldn't be used without 
being anchored to a wall. 
The dresser was recalled in 
2016, according to the suit.
The settlement also re-
quires IKEA to meet with 
the advocacy organiza-
tion, Parents Against Tip-
overs, and broaden its out-
reach to consumers about 
the recall of IKEA dressers, 
according to the Dudek's 
lawyers, Feldman Shep-
herd Wohlgelernter Tanner 
Weinstock Dodig. q

Lawsuit: Gas utility's 
neglect led to fatal 
house explosion
CAMPTON, Ky. (AP) — The 
deaths of three people in 
a Kentucky home explo-
sion are the fault of a utility 
company that failed to re-
spond adequately to con-
cerns about the smell of 
gas, relatives of the explo-
sion victims say in a lawsuit.
The Nov. 23 explosion in-
stantly killed Phillip Van-
derpool, 52, and his wife 
Sueann Vanderpool, 48. 
The owner of the home, Al-
bert Vanderpool, 80, died  
days later. He was Phillip 
Vanderpool's father, news 
media reported.
In a wrongful death lawsuit 
against Troublesome Creek 

Gas Corp., Phillip Vander-
pool's children say leaking 
gas ignited and exploded, 
killing their parents, WLEX-
TV reported. 
The lawsuit says the family 
called the next day and 
the same technician came 
without fixing anything. The 
family called two more 
times but the company 
didn't send anyone to in-
vestigate, according to the 
lawsuit.
The lawsuit says techni-
cians came to the house 
the day of the explosion 
and told the family the resi-
dence was safe and that 
they would be back. q

In this Aug. 13, 2001, file frame from video provided by C-SPAN, Thomas Hofeller speaks during an 
event at the Republican National Committee in Washington.  

Associated Press 

Daughter of late redistricting 
guru reveals more of his work
By GARY D. ROBERTSON 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Thou-
sands of formerly confi-
dential documents and 
emails that influenced the 
outcome of a partisan 
gerrymandering lawsuit 
have been made public. 
A judge has yet to decide 
whether others should stay 
confidential. 
The documents and emails 
belonging to the late Thom-
as Hofeller were placed on 
a website  over the week-
end by his daughter, Steph-
anie Hofeller. Hofeller said 
she first discovered them 
while visiting her parents' 
home in Raleigh shortly af-
ter her father's death in Au-
gust 2018. 
Stephanie Hofeller was es-
tranged both personally 
and politically from her fa-
ther at the time of his death 
and was critical of his work. 
Last year, she contacted 
lawyers for the  nonprofit 
organization Common 
Cause  North Carolina to 
tell them about the docu-
ments. 
The group, along with state 
Democrats, subpoenaed 
the files for use in a lawsuit 
that accused Republican 
lawmakers of illegal racial 
and partisan gerryman-
dering in the redrawing of 
state legislative districts.

A very small number of the 
documents were used by 
the lawyers; a state court 
put the rest under a con-
fidentiality order. A Wake 
County judge ruled in No-
vember that more than 
100,000 of the documents 
were no longer subject to 
the order because they 
were Thomas Hofeller's indi-
vidual work. 
Attorneys, including one 
representing Hofeller's busi-
ness partner, are still fight-
ing over which of the re-
maining files should stay se-
cret. But Stephanie Hofell-
er, who was not subject to 
the order because she isn't 
a party in the lawsuit, sig-
naled weeks ago that she 
would be making many 
of the documents she ob-
tained public. 
"They belong to everybody, 
as they are evidence that 
concern The People, their 
right to franchise and their 
access to shared resourc-
es," she wrote in a state-
ment on the website. 
Thomas Hofeller had a 
nearly 50-year career in re-
districting and had worked 
extensively over the past 
decade on North Carolina 
maps that helped pad and 
retain Republican majori-
ties in the General Assem-
bly. Court rulings last year 

struck down dozens of 
North Carolina General As-
sembly districts. 
The documents Stepha-
nie Hofeller retrieved from 
external hard drives con-
tain redistricting work her 
father did in several other 
states and also revealed 
his role in the Trump admin-
istration's efforts to include 
a citizenship question on 
2020 census forms.  Courts 
also blocked the citizenship 
question for the census. 
The files released on the 
website include statistics, 
tables, maps and other 
paperwork related to re-
districting in North Carolina 
and other states including 
Arizona, Missouri, New York, 
Texas and Virginia. 
They also show extensive 
data collected on behalf 
of Republican lawyers de-
fending a 2013 state law 
that narrowed voting ac-
cess with provisions such as 
requiring a photo ID. 
Asked whether the docu-
ments that appear on the 
website are the same as 
those held by Common 
Cause, a spokeswoman for 
the organization declined 
to comment Monday. A 
lawyer for Stephanie Hofell-
er, Tom Sparks, said he was 
confident that the files she 
uploaded are authentic.q
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EU regrets Iran nuclear moves but hopes to keep deal alive

In this photo released by the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, technicians work at the Arak 
heavy water reactor's secondary circuit, as officials and media visit the site, near Arak, 150 miles 
southwest of the capital Tehran, Iran, Monday, Dec. 23, 2019.

Associated Press

By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press
BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro-
pean Union expressed re-
gret on Monday over Iran's 
announcement that it will 
no longer be bound by all 
its nuclear obligations, but 
remained determined to 
keep alive an international 
deal preventing the Islamic 
Republic from developing 
atomic weapons.
The 2015 nuclear agree-
ment has been on life sup-
port since President Donald 
Trump unilaterally aban-
doned it in 2018, triggering 
sanctions that have hurt 
Iran's moribund economy. 
Since then, Tehran has 
gradually rolled back its 
commitment to the deal.
After its top general was as-
sassinated in a U.S. drone 
attack, Iran announced 
over the weekend that it 
would no longer respect 
limits set on how many cen-
trifuges it can use to enrich 
uranium. Foreign Minister 
Javad Zarif said the move 
was a "remedial step" taken 
within the framework of the 

nuclear deal and he said it 
could be reversed.
EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell expressed 
"deep regret" at the news. 
He tweeted that full imple-

mentation of the nuclear 
deal by all parties "is now 
more important than ever, 
for regional stability and 
global security."
The EU supervises the deal 

under which Tehran limits 
its nuclear ambitions in ex-
change for economic in-
centives, but it relies on the 
U.N.'s nuclear watchdog 
to monitor whether Iran is 

complying, as it has contin-
ued to do so far despite its 
belligerent rhetoric.
"We have to rely on, and 
see, what the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agen-
cy says about the deeds 
on the ground," Borrell's 
spokesman, Peter Stano, 
told reporters.
The IAEA told The Associat-
ed Press that it was aware 
of Iran's announcement, 
but noted that Tehran's 
statement "also said that 
Iran's cooperation with the 
Agency will continue as 
before."
"IAEA inspectors continue 
to carry out verification 
and monitoring activities in 
the country," the agency 
said in an e-mailed state-
ment. "The IAEA will keep 
its member states informed 
of any developments in this 
regard in a timely manner 
as appropriate."
Iran's announcement and 
the U.S. killing of Gen. Qas-
sem Soleimani in Baghdad 
last week has sparked a 
flurry of diplomatic activity 
in Europe. q

Merkel to meet Putin in Moscow for talks on Mideast crises

German Chancellor Angela Merkel takes questions as part of a meeting of the German parlia-
ment, Bundestag, at the Reichstag building in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019.

Associated Press

Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
will travel to Moscow on 
Saturday to meet with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin amid growing tensions 
in the Middle East and else-
where, officials said Mon-
day.
Merkel and Putin will discuss 
"current international ques-
tions," said Steffen Seibert, 
the chancellor's spokes-
man. 
Those will include Syria, Lib-
ya, Iran, Iraq, Ukraine and 
bilateral ties.
"Russia is an important play-
er on the world stage and 
as a permanent member 
of the (U.N.) Security Coun-
cil it's also indispensable 
when it comes to solving 
political conflicts," Seibert 
said. Germany is currently 
a non-permanent member 
of the Security Council.
Germany and Russia are 
among the world powers 
that have been trying to 
salvage the 2015 nuclear 
deal with Iran after the U.S. 
withdrew from the agree-

ment unilaterally in 2018.
Merkel has already spo-
ken with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Monday about the situ-
ation in the Middle East, 
Seibert said.

Germany has offered to 
mediate between all par-
ties following the killing of 
Iranian Gen. Qassem So-
leimani in a U.S. airstrike in 
Iraq last week.
Foreign Minister Heiko 

Maas, who will accom-
pany Merkel to Moscow, 
spent "all weekend on the 
phone" with his European 
and American counter-
parts, his spokesman Rainer 
Breul told reporters.

He added that talks with 
the Iranian foreign minister 
were planned "soon."
Germany may struggle to 
portray itself as an honest 
broker between Washing-
ton and Tehran, however.
Iran summoned Germany's 
charge d'affaires in Tehran 
to the foreign ministry Sun-
day to express annoyance 
over comments by German 
officials that suggested Ber-
lin considered Soleimani's 
killing to be justified.
Asked to elaborate on 
about Germany's stance, 
Merkel's spokesman said 
that the killing of Soleimani 
"was preceded by Iranian 
actions," citing attacks on 
Saudi Arabian oil facilities, 
tankers in the Strait of Hor-
muz and the U.S. Embassy 
in Baghdad.
"We have always stressed, 
and perhaps this is an op-
portunity to do so once 
more, that we see these re-
gional activities by (Iran) in 
particular in a very critical 
way and that they play a 
negative role in this region," 
Seibert said.q
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Commuters exit the Paris subway during the 32th day of trans-
port strikes, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press

By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
says he wants to reach 
a "quick compromise" in 
talks this week with worker 
unions as  nationwide pro-
tests and strikes rage on 
against the government's 
plans to overhaul the pen-
sion system.
During a Cabinet meeting 
on Monday, Macron in-
sisted that the new system 
must be financially sustain-
able, according to govern-
ment spokeswoman Sibeth 
Ndiaye. 
Talks between the prime 
minister and worker unions 
are to resume Tuesday, in-

cluding on the financing of 
the retirement system. Ma-
cron also said that people 
doing physically demand-
ing or dangerous work 
should be allowed to retire 
early.
"We want to end this crisis 
rapidly," Ndiaye said.
The government plans to 
formally present the bill 
by the end of the month 
ahead of a debate in par-
liament, so that the law can 
be voted on this summer.
Finance Minister Bruno Le 
Maire told France Inter ra-
dio that "a compromise has 
never been so close."
Yet several unions called 
for nationwide protests on 
Thursday and Saturday. The 

hard-left union CGT union 
also called for workers to 
disrupt the country's oil de-

pots and refineries later this 
week.
The national rail company, 

SNCF, said train traffic was 
improving Monday across 
the country, with 8 out of 10 
high-speed trains running. 
Yet the Paris metro was 
still severely disrupted, with 
most of lines open only for a 
limited amount of time and 
several stations closed. 
In his televised New Year's 
address, Macron vowed to 
carry out the overhaul of 
the pension system. 
Macron wants to unify 
France's 42 different pen-
sion schemes, some of 
which grant early retire-
ment, into a single one. 
Plans include raising the eli-
gibility age for full pensions 
from 62 to 64, the most criti-
cized measure. q

France enters crucial week of talks with unions on pensions

Kenya police: 3 arrested trying to enter British Army camp

In this photo taken Aug. 26, 2019 and released by the U.S. Air Force, A U.S. Air Force C-130J Super 
Hercules approaches for landing at Camp Simba, Manda Bay, Kenya.

Associated Press

By TOM ODULA
CARA ANNA 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Ke-
nyan police say they arrest-
ed three "terrorist suspects" 
who tried to force their way 
into a British Army training 
camp on the same day 
al-Shabab extremists at-
tacked a military base and 
killed three U.S. military per-
sonnel. 
An internal police report 
seen by The Associated 
Press says the three men 
were arrested Sunday af-
ter trying to enter the Brit-
ish Army Training Unit in 
Laikipia county. The British 
army said in a statement 
that Kenyan police were in-
vestigating "suspicious ac-
tivity" and that "we do not 
believe there was a direct 
threat to UK personnel or 
assets."
Meanwhile new details 
emerged in the al-Shabab 
attack, the al-Qaida-linked 
group's first assault against 

U.S. forces inside Kenya. 
The attack at Manda Bay 
Airfield killed 23-year-old 
U.S. Army Specialist Henry 
Mayfield Jr., the NBC af-

filiate in Chicago reported, 
citing a family statement. 
Two other Americans, con-
tractors with the U.S. De-
partment of Defense, were 

killed but their names have 
not been released. 
No Kenyans were killed, Ke-
nya's military spokesman 
Paul Njuguna said Monday. 

Al-Shabab has vowed retri-
bution for Kenyan troops 
fighting it in neighboring 
Somalia, where it is based.
Five U.S. aircraft, including 
fixed-wing and helicop-
ters, were destroyed and 
one damaged in the hours-
long assault at the airfield in 
coastal Lamu county, the 
U.S. Africa Command told 
the AP. 
The U.S. military later said its 
East Africa Response Force 
had arrived to increase se-
curity there. It did not say 
how many troops were in-
volved. 
Photos shared with the 
AP by a security source 
showed the five dead al-
Shabab attackers wearing 
military uniforms. It was not 
clear whether the uniforms 
were Kenyan or Somali. 
Some al-Shabab fighters 
have worn military uniforms 
in past attacks. The photos 
also showed an al-Shabab 
flag.q
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Throngs mourn, Iranian leader weeps for general slain by US

Mourners attend a funeral ceremony for Iranian Gen. Qassem Soleimani and his comrades, who 
were killed in Iraq in a U.S. drone strike on Friday, at the Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) 
square in Tehran, Iran, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press

By NASSER KARIMI 
JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran's 
supreme leader wept Mon-
day over the casket of a 
top general killed in a U.S. 
airstrike, his prayers joining 
the wails of mourners who 
flooded the streets of Teh-
ran demanding retaliation 
against America for a slay-
ing that's drastically raised 
tensions across the Middle 
East.
The funeral for Revolution-
ary Guard Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani drew a crowd 
said by police to be in 
the millions in the Iranian 
capital, filling thorough-
fares and side streets as 
far as the eye could see. 
Although there was no in-
dependent estimate, aerial 
footage and Associated 
Press journalists suggested 
a turnout of at least 1 mil-
lion, and the throngs were 
visible on satellite images of 
Tehran taken Monday. 
Authorities later brought his 
remains and those of the 
others to Iran's holy city of 
Qom, turning out another 
massive crowd.
The outpouring of grief was 
an unprecedented honor 
for a man viewed by Irani-
ans as a national hero for his 
work leading the Guard's 
expeditionary Quds Force. 
The U.S. blames him for the 
killing of American troops 
in Iraq and accused him 
of plotting new attacks just 
before his death Friday in a 
drone strike at Baghdad's 
airport. Soleimani also led 
forces in Syria backing 
President Bashar Assad in a 
long war. 
His slaying already has 
pushed Tehran to aban-
don the remaining limits of 
its 2015 nuclear deal with 
world powers as his succes-
sor and others vow to take 
revenge. In Baghdad, the 
parliament has called for 
the expulsion of all Ameri-
can troops from Iraqi soil, 
something analysts fear 
could allow Islamic State 
militants to mount a come-
back.
Soleimani's daughter, Ze-
inab, directly threatened 
the U.S. military in the Mid-
dle East while also warning 
President Donald Trump, 
whom she called "crazy." 

"The families of the Ameri-
can soldiers ... will spend 
their days waiting for the 
death of their children," she 
said to cheers. 
Her language mirrored 
warnings by other Iranian 
officials who say an attack 
on U.S. military interests in 
the Middle East looms. Ira-
nian state TV and others 
online shared a video that 
showed Trump's American 
flag tweet following Solei-
mani's killing turn into a cof-
fin, the "likes" of the tweet 
replaced by over 143,000 
"killed." 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei prayed over 
the caskets of Soleimani 
and others at Tehran Uni-
versity after a brief mourn-
ing period at the capital's 
famed Musalla mosque, 
The mosque was where 
prayers were said over the 
body of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, the founder of 
the Islamic Republic, after 
his death in 1989.
Khamenei, who had a close 
relationship with Soleimani  
and referred to him as a 
"living martyr," broke down 
in tears four times while of-
fering Muslim prayers for 
the dead.
"Oh God, you took their 
spirits out of their bodies 
as they were rolling in their 
blood for you and were 
martyred in your way," 
Khamenei said as the 
crowd wailed. Soleimani 

will be buried Tuesday in his 
hometown of Kerman.
Soleimani's successor, Es-
mail Ghaani, stood near 
Khamenei's side as did 
President Hassan Rouhani 
and other leaders of the Is-
lamic Republic. While Iran 
recently faced nationwide 
protests over government-
set gasoline prices that re-
portedly led to the killing of 
over 300, Soleimani's death 
has brought together peo-
ple from across the coun-
try's political spectrum, 
temporarily silencing that 
anger.
Demonstrators burned Is-
raeli and U.S. flags, carried 
a flag-draped U.S. coffin or 
displayed effigies of Trump. 
Some described Trump as 
a legitimate target.
Mohammad Milad Rashidi, 
a 26-year-old university 
graduate, predicted more 
tension ahead.
"Trump demolished the 
chance for any sort of pos-
sible agreement between 
Tehran and Washington," 
Rashidi said. "There will be 
more conflict in the future 
for sure."
Another mourner, Azita 
Mardani, warned that Iran 
"will retaliate for every drop 
of his blood."
"We are even thankful to 
(Trump) because he made 
us angry and this fury will 
lead to shedding of their 
blood in the Persian Gulf 
and the region's countries," 

Mardani said. "Here will be-
come their graveyard."
Ghaani made his own 
threat in an interview 
shown Monday on Iranian 
state television. "God the 
Almighty has promised to 
get his revenge, and God 
is the main avenger. Cer-
tainly actions will be taken," 
he said.
Markets reacted Monday 
to the tensions, sending 
international benchmark 
Brent crude above $70 a 
barrel for part of the day 
and gold to a seven-year 
high. The Middle East re-
mains a crucial source of 
oil, and Iran in the past has 
threatened the Strait of 
Hormuz, the narrow mouth 
of the Persian Gulf through 
which 20% of all the world's 
oil traded passes.
NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg, chairing 
emergency talks with the 
alliance's ambassadors in 
Brussels, called for "restraint 
and de-escalation," add-
ing: "A new conflict would 
be in no one's interest." 
Ghaani, a longtime Solei-
mani deputy, has taken 
over as the head of the 
Revolutionary Guard's 
Quds, or Jerusalem, Force, 
answerable only to Khame-
nei. Ghaani has been sanc-
tioned by the U.S. since 
2012 for his work funding its 
global operations, includ-
ing its work with proxies in 
Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen. 

Those proxies likely will be 
involved in any operation 
targeting U.S. interests in 
the Middle East or else-
where. 
Already, the U.S. Embassy 
in Saudi Arabia warned 
Americans "of the height-
ened risk of missile and 
drone attacks." In Leba-
non, the leader of the Ira-
nian-backed militant group 
Hezbollah said Soleimani's 
killing made U.S. military 
bases, warships and service 
members across the region 
fair game for attacks.
"We promise to continue 
down martyr Soleimani's 
path as firmly as before with 
help of God, and in return 
for his martyrdom we aim 
to get rid of America from 
the region," Ghaani said. 
The head of the Guard's 
aerospace program, Gen. 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh, suggest-
ed Iran's response wouldn't 
stop with a single attack.
"Firing a couple of missiles, 
hitting a base or even kill-
ing Trump is not valuable 
enough to compensate for 
martyr Soleimani's blood," 
Hajizadeh said on state TV. 
"The only thing that can 
compensate for his blood 
is the complete removal of 
America from the region."
On the nuclear deal, Iran 
now says it won't observe 
the accord's restrictions 
on fuel enrichment, on the 
size of its enriched urani-
um stockpile and on its re-
search and development 
activities. That's a much-
harsher step than they had 
planned to take before the 
attack.
German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel, French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson have urged Iran to 
"withdraw all measures" not 
in line with the deal.
Iran insisted it remains open 
to negotiations with Euro-
pean partners over its nu-
clear program. And it did 
not back off from earlier 
promises that it wouldn't 
seek a nuclear weapon.
However, the announce-
ment represents the clear-
est nuclear proliferation 
threat yet made by Iran 
since Trump unilaterally 
withdrew from the accord 
in 2018 and reimposed 
sanctions last year. q
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Newly appointed head of China's liaison office in Hong Kong, 
Luo Huining gestures as he speaks during a media briefing at 
the China's liaison office in Hong Kong, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020.

Associated Press

Associated Press
HONG KONG (AP) — As 
Hong Kong enters its eighth 
month of anti-government 
protests, Beijing's new top 
official in the territory said 
Monday that he has full 
confidence in the city's 
long-term prosperity and 
stability — so long as it has 
the support of mainland 
China.
"The motherland has always 
been Hong Kong's most 
powerful backing," Luo 
Huining said in his first pub-
lic remarks since becoming 
the head of China's liaison 
office in the city over the 
weekend. "For Hong Kong, 
one country, two systems is 
the greatest advantage."

The semiautonomous Chi-
nese territory is in its eighth 
month of fiery anti-govern-
ment demonstrations. The 
movement, dominated 
by young people wary of 
President Xi Jinping's Com-
munist Party-led central 
government, began in re-
sponse to now-withdrawn 
legislation that would have 
allowed Hong Kong resi-
dents to be extradited to 
the mainland to stand trial.
A former British colony, 
Hong Kong was returned 
to China in 1997 under the 
so-called "one country, two 
systems framework," which 
promises the city certain 
democratic rights not af-
forded to the mainland.

In recent years, Hong Kong 
residents have chafed at 
greater restrictions on pub-
lic expression, including the 
jailing of pro-democracy 
activists. 
"Over the last six months, 
Hong Kong's situation has 
been worrying," Luo said. 
He called the city the "Pearl 
of the Orient" and acknowl-
edged Hong Kongers' im-
portant contributions to 
China's economic reform 
and opening up.
"I sincerely wish Hong Kong 
and Hong Kong compatri-
ots well," he said.
Luo is the former Commu-
nist Party chief of northern 
Shanxi province. He replac-
es Wang Zhimin, who had 

assumed office in Septem-
ber 2017. No official rea-

son has been given for the 
change.q

New top China official in HK brings wishes from 'motherland'

Japan vows to improve border checks, bail after Ghosn flight

Japanese Justice Minister Masako Mori speaks about Nissan's former Chairman Carlos Ghosn 
during a press conference at her ministry in Tokyo, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — Japan's jus-
tice minister vowed Mon-
day to strengthen border 
departure checks and re-
view bail conditions after 
Nissan's former chairman, 
Carlos Ghosn, fled the 
country. 
Masako Mori told reporters 
at a news conference the 
ministry has already acted 
to prevent a recurrence 
but declined to give de-
tails. 
She was asked about re-
ports that Ghosn had hid-
den in a box and that bag-
gage checks at a regional 
airport might have been 
insufficient. 
Ghosn skipped bail while 
awaiting trial on various 
financial misconduct alle-
gations and later said from 
Lebanon that he did it to 
escape injustice. 
Mori declined to say who 
might be held responsible 
for such a high-profile flight, 
stressing it was still under in-
vestigation. 
She said Ghosn left illegally, 
denouncing it as an "unjus-
tifiable" crime. 
"Japan's justice system al-
lows investigating the facts 
while it ensures the individ-
ual basic human rights at 
the same time," Mori told 
reporters at the ministry. 
"It is set with appropriate 
procedures and it is oper-
ated appropriately."
But she acknowledged the 
case was being looked at 
under an ongoing review 

of the nation's judicial sys-
tem, including introducing 
electronic tethers to moni-
tor those out on bail.
"We are aware of the criti-
cisms," Mori said, referring 
to human rights advocates' 
descriptions of Japan's le-
gal system as "hostage jus-
tice." 
Ghosn and others say Ja-
pan's system takes too long 
and is inhumane. Ghosn 
was banned from meeting 
with his wife while out on 
bail. Preparing for his trial 
has taken about a year, 
and a date has not been 

set. Ghosn was detained, 
twice, for a total of 130 days 
before he was released on 
bail a second time. 
Mori said each nation has 
its own judicial system and 
arrests are rarer in Japan 
than in other countries, sug-
gesting arrests are made 
only when the authorities 
are fairly confident they 
have a case. 
"Simple comparisons are 
misleading," she said. 
Takashi Takano, one of 
Ghosn's lawyers in Japan, 
said he felt sad and be-
trayed Ghosn didn't try 

to win a verdict of inno-
cence in court, but also 
expressed an understand-
ing how Ghosn might have 
lost hope with not only the 
prosecutors but the entire 
Japanese judicial system. 
Lawyer Yuichi Kaido said 
he was troubled by what 
he saw as the growing 
negative public reaction of 
demanding bail be refused 
for foreign suspects, noting 
Japanese don't empathize 
with Ghosn's actions at all. 
He said in an online state-
ment he feared Japan 
wouldn't be able to bear 

the overwhelming interna-
tional criticism of its legal 
system, which Ghosn will 
likely continue in Lebanon, 
and instead grow even 
more insular and rigid in its 
views. 
Details of Ghosn's stun-
ning escape last week are 
unclear. But Turkish airline 
company MNG Jet said 
two of its planes were used 
illegally, first flying him from 
Osaka, Japan, to Istan-
bul, and then on to Beirut, 
where he arrived last Mon-
day and has not been seen 
since. 
Lebanon has said he en-
tered legally with a French 
passport. 
Ghosn promised to talk to 
reporters on Wednesday. 
His lawyers in Japan said 
they knew nothing about 
the escape and felt be-
trayed by his action. 
Once an auto industry su-
perstar, Ghosn was first ar-
rested in November 2018. 
While out on bail, he was 
living in a home in an up-
scale part of Tokyo under 
strict surveillance as part 
of the conditions for his re-
lease. That raises questions 
about how he left unde-
tected.
Security cameras at his 
home operated 24 hours a 
day, but the footage only 
had to be submitted to the 
court on a monthly basis, 
according to lawyers' doc-
uments detailing Ghosn's 
bail conditions. q



WORLD NEWSTuesday 7 January 2020
A12

Women participate in a performance in support of abortion 
rights next to the cathedral in Mexico City, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press

By AMY GUTHRIE 
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A doz-
en women wearing green 
scarves lined up in front 
the Metropolitan Cathe-
dral in Mexico City's central 

square on Sunday to call 
for legal and safe abortions 
throughout Mexico.
Abortion is highly restricted 
in the country of 120 million 
inhabitants, with the excep-
tion of the capital Mexico 

City and the southern state 
of Oaxaca, where the pro-
cedure is allowed up to 12 
weeks of gestation.
To the sound of a metal 
spoon clanking against an 
iron frying pan, the women 
performed a variation of 
"A Rapist in Your Path" — 
the viral dance sequence 
concocted by the Chilean 
feminist collective La Tesis 
to protest violence against 
women. The moves are the 
same, but the words have 
changed; in this version, 
an "objector" stands in their 
path.
"The patriarchy is a judge 
that judges us for living, 
and our punishment is to 
force us to give birth," the 
women sang while tapping 
their heels on the ground.
The group dubbed them-
selves Aborting Queens, 

since the performance 
took place on the eve of 
the Three Kings' holiday 
— when children in Latin 
America receive gifts pur-
portedly from the wise men 
who bestowed myrrh, gold, 
and frankincense on baby 
Jesus.
Performer Perla Rosales, 
25, said she aborted three 
years ago because she felt 
she wasn't ready to be a 
mother.
"I would love to be a 
mom, I love children, but 
as I want to decide when, 
how, where, why I am go-
ing to be a mom — I want 
all the other women to do 
the same," she said. "At 
this moment I don't want a 
child. I don't have the eco-
nomic possibilities, nor the 
time, nor the desire to be a 
mom." 

The performance took 
place in a small plaza in 
front of the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of the Assump-
tion of the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary into Heavens, 
which is also the seat of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Mexico. 
"We wanted to do it there 
to single out the church, 
the structure as such and 
religion in general, as at 
fault for our oppression," 
said Fanny González, 26, 
who accompanies women 
to abortions.
Surveys by pollster Mitof-
sky show that a slight ma-
jority of Mexicans believe 
all women in the country 
should be allowed to abort. 
Some states only allow 
abortions in cases of rape 
or when the mother's life is 
in danger.q

Women perform in favor of abortion before Mexican cathedral

5.8-magnitude quake strikes Puerto Rico, damaging homes

Residents survey damage where a home partially collapsed after an earthquake hit Guanica, 
Puerto Rico, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press

By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press
GUÁNICA, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— A 5.8-magnitude quake 
hit Puerto Rico before 
dawn Monday, unleash-
ing small landslides, caus-
ing power outages and 
severely cracking some 
homes. It was one of the 
strongest quakes yet to hit 
the U.S. territory that has 
been shaking for the past 
week.
There were no immediate 
reports of casualties.
The quake was followed by 
a string of smaller temblors, 
including another quake 
measured at magnitude 5 
that struck later Monday, 
at 10:51 a.m. (1451 GMT), 
shaking power lines and 
frightening residents of 
southern Puerto Rico who 
had been waiting outside 
their homes due to fears 
the buildings were dam-
aged and unstable. 
The first quake struck at 6:32 
a.m. (1032 GMT) just south 
of the island at a relatively 
shallow depth of 10 kilo-
meters (6 miles), according 
to the U.S. Geological Ser-
vice. There was no tsunami 
threat, officials said.
Power outages were re-
ported in some parts of 
Puerto Rico following the 
quake, Angel Vazquez, 
emergency management 

director for the southern 
coastal city of Ponce, told 
The Associated Press.
"This is one of the stron-
gest quakes to date since 
it started shaking on Dec. 
28," he said. "It lasted a long 
time."
Helicopters buzzed over-
head as terrified residents 
jumped up from their fold-
ing chairs every time the 
earth shook, yelling at oth-
ers to stay away from pow-
er lines.
Few people dared go 
back inside their homes, 

but José Quiñones, 54, had 
no choice. His 80-year-old 
mother had heart prob-
lems and was lying in bed.
Dozens of people in a 
neighborhood called Hope 
in the southwest town of 
Guánica walked around 
with their phones and yelled 
out the magnitude of the 
latest earthquakes as they 
tried to calm children who 
were forced to open their 
presents on Three Kings 
Day, a religious holiday, on 
streets and sidewalks.
"This is hell," said Alberto Ro-

dríguez, 43, whose home 
collapsed on its side as the 
smell of gas filled the air. 
"We haven't slept... you 
can't remain calm here. 
Guánica is no longer a safe 
place."
Less than a block away, 
Silvestre Alicea surveyed 
his home whose founda-
tion collapsed on his bright 
blue 1977 Toyota Corolla, a 
prized possession.
He jumped from his balco-
ny as the home collapsed.
Alicea had lived in New 
York for years until he re-

tired to Guánica two years 
ago to live in the home he 
spent 15 years building. He 
doesn't have insurance.
In this working class neigh-
borhood, people shared 
soda and snacks as they 
sought shelter from a harsh 
sun, careful to stay away 
from homes whose col-
umns and foundations 
were heavily cracked.
Many already had bags 
packed in their cars with a 
change of clothes, food, 
water and medicine. 
Some like Noelia De Jesús, 
69, and her husband, who 
uses a wheelchair, didn't 
know where they would 
spend the night. Govern-
ment officials who inspect-
ed their home earlier in the 
morning said it was unsafe 
to live in and advised them 
to stay elsewhere.
"Everything broke, includ-
ing the TV," she said. "This is 
horrible."
Puerto Rico doesn't have 
a public earthquake warn-
ing system, except for sirens 
that are supposed to ring 
in case of a tsunami. Resi-
dents in this neighborhood 
criticized the government 
for what they believe is a 
lack of action.
Dr. Sindia Alvarado, who 
lives in the southern coastal 
town of Penuelas, said she 
was petrified.q
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Aruba Living Today celebrates 10 Years of Success:
A Different Approach to Real Estate with a Personal Touch

NOORD — They drive around with you to help you to get to know the is-
land. They arrange your mortgage, insurances, notary and appraisals as 
they have a Dutch certified appraiser on staff. They assist you in going 
through the needed bureaucracy during the buying process. They help 
you with the connection of utilities. They do your property management, 
vacation rental and help you import your furniture. Everything that comes 
in with buying a house on the island is within the package they offer. You 
get the whole nine yard. Who are they? Please meet Aruba Living Today!

“My goal was to do real estate in a different way when I established this 
company June 1st 2009. Not from the perspective of only selling, but to 
look for the perfect match between dream house and client. My philoso-
phy is: it will only work when all involved are happy and connected by 
that personal touch,” says Randolph Arends, owner of Aruba Living Today. 
Together with his business partner Berend Prenger and a dedicated team 
they practice what they preach: mediation in Real Estate with a high ser-
vice level. “I am proud to state that so far all of my clients stayed with us. I 
am not selling a fairytale, in ten years of course there were challenges too 
but it is about how you handle those. It’s like with family, you stick together 
with ups and downs. But the love is there.”

All Happens Here
Aruba Living Today is located in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming 
you in a warm ambiance that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. 
There are candles, Buddha ornaments, magazines, and a homey ambi-
ence for you to sit and talk about your dream house or investment. “We 
are a one stop shopping point. We are not only selling a house, we take 
all out of your hands. It is a totally different approach that is not pushy, 
but showing you we do care that you feel at home here on our island. 
We know the island and its ups and downs. We guide you through the full 
process in order for you to make a proper decision,” says Berend.

What Do We Do
Services offered by Aruba Living 
Today are House and Land Sales, 
Rentals, Investments, Property 
Management, Vacation Rental, 
Mortgages, Insurances, Mainte-
nance, Assist in Arrangements 
for Notary and Utilities, Guiding 
Bureaucracy Process and Assist-
ing in Import of Furniture. Berend 
is also a certified appraiser within 
the Dutch Kingdom meaning he 
does your appraisal report that 
is accepted by all banks and he 
delivers within three days. “Ex-
ceptional for Aruba. This definitely 
speeds up the process of buying,” 
he says. This different approach 
of real estate is what sets Aruba 
Living Today apart and is also the 
reason why Randolph calls himself 
a property mediator instead of a 
real estate broker. “The personal 
touch is essential to me. I am step-
ping aside of the image that real 
estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not 
fit me at all, I am in for my passion 
and I can only do this from the 
heart.”

Aruba Living Today caters for 
both local and foreign market di-
vided into 40% local buyers and 
60% foreign buyers. “Our custom-

ers come from Holland, Belgium, 
Norway, Germany, UK, Russia, 
Latin America, United States and 
Canada. We are widely covered 
and thus provable good with dif-
ferent cultures, also we speak four 
languages.” Besides that Aruba 
Living Today is open to every bud-
get, they have listings for all cat-
egory buyers. As a member of the 
Aruban Real Estate Association 
they are listed also on the website 
www.arubalisting.com within a 
group of 20 of the most advanced 
realtors on the island. Aruba Living 
Today is featured as well on Home 
& Garden TV and you can find 
them on House Hunters, Social 
Media under Aruba Living Today 
and of course in Aruba Today’s 
newspaper.q

Aruba Living Today
Tanki Leendert 291, Aruba
Tel +297 587 9987
Fax +297 587 9985
Cell +297 593 9177
Mail info@livingtoday.aw 
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Caribbean Indigenous Art Caquetian Designs Episode LI -51
ORANJESTAD — The anthropology of art studies art in relation to the cul-
tural context in which Aruban’s claim to inherit is inspired in these art 
works. This offers a vision of the ideas that guard and mobilize the aes-
thetic creation, and analyzes the multiple universes where it is expressed 
and works.

Patrish: representing the crested bobwhite who`s song remind us to 
the song for the dead.

The encounter of indigenous societies 
with the conquerors amazed by the 
reality of a New World, had a con-
vergence in a cultural confrontation 
where aesthetic and symbolic fac-
tors were part of it, flowing to our time 
through history and archeology, to 
recover objects of knowledge and as 
components of new processes of ar-
tistic creation and a sense of belong-
ing to an unique and separate group 
of people that has survived ages of 
suppression while using this same prin-
cipals to claim and obtain a special 
status whit in the Dutch kingdom

Aruba conserves an indigenous pat-
rimonial legacy with strong aesthetic 
values.
Etnia Nativa rediscovers studies and 
admires the expressive power of this 
legacy, incorporating artistic archae-
ological objects of our cultural heri-
tage.

Fertility Deity ‘Warawashi que’ 
‘Warawashi que' was the name to 
which the women of the Aruban’s 
fishermen were known. 

This was a Deity of Fertility for our Ca-
quetio natives which its original is dis-
played in the AMA Archaeological 
Museum Aruba. 
The same happens with the bat.  Fig-
ures that represents totems. Enigmatic 
animals, who symbolizes happiness 
and wisdom received from spirits of 
the underworld, Cave dwellers whit 
the ability to pass through special 
portals in order to bring back spiritual 
massages for the shamans of what to 
expect.
Frog fertility totem: The frog as spirit 
animal or totem reminds us of the 
transient nature of our lives. As sym-
bol of transition and transformation, 
this spirit animal supports us in times of 
change. Strongly associated with the 
water element, it connects us with the 
world of emotions and feminine ener-
gies.

The Dori is Aruba`s only frog species 
and an ancestral fertility totem. The 
association with the rainy season ex-
plains it all. 

Continued on Page 15 

In this abstract figure: if we notice you can observe the figure of a fish in 
vertical position and the vagina of the woman represented the mouth 
of a fish made out of clay. The pregnant woman figure represents what 

fertility will bring, life and renewal. 



Continued from Page 14

Happy Dori`s sing all night in celebration of the 
coming harvest and abundance.
 
The rattlesnake; care taker of the Cunuco 
or plantation, that travel after sundown and 
picks on rodents which can damage to har-
vest. Nowadays we can hardly find this endan-
gered animal since urbanization has taken over 
the cunuco`s and their habitat. Aruba`s rattles 
snakes are a separate and unique to our island 
a specie that really deserves our protection.     
         
Etnia Nativa presents an anthropological ap-
proach to what we can call ancient Aruban 
natural relations using art in order to understand 
the indigenous aesthetic creation of island na-
tive expressions. It values the way in which the 
indigenous universe and its aesthetic produc-
tion have been recorded throughout history, 
generating new artistic products. It discusses in-
digenous aesthetic conceptions, their connec-
tion to the natural environment, and how they 
influenced the processes of cultural interaction 
with Europeans. Finally, it focuses on ceramics 
as a key resource for the indigenous aesthetic 
expression, as a way of anthropological recov-
ery of the precolonial creative production in 
connection with contemporary art inspired on 
native Aruban motives.
 

Native Americans of Aruba, from Caquetian 
original stock where the local potters well in to 
the era of Dutch colonial occupation.
They were the expert Ceramists and Potters. 
Their mastering of this art as a cult was cos-
mological inspired, expressed throughout their 
techniques. This heritage was transmitted from 
generation to generation till the beginning of 
the 20th century.
Those who participate in our cultural and inter-
active tour learn the management of anthropo-
logical, historical and aesthetic categories, ob-
tain knowledge of anthropology, art history and 
archeology of both Aruba and the Caribbean 
and of America as a whole, obtain information 
concerning resent research of the region, and 
a generalize comparative vision of indigenous 
cultures, iconography and aesthetic elements 
of island societies. 
Critical evaluation of cultural heritage manage-
ment, cultural heritage and the information as-
sociated with art and cultural concepts based 
on artistic creation around the theme.
 
To get to know more about Aruba and its ori-
gins, its animals and culture, we highly recom-
mend you to book your visit to our renowned 
cultural center, where encounter sessions have 
been entertaining curious participants for de-
cades.  Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com 
to confirm your participation. Our facilities and 
activities take place close to high rise hotels.q
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Caribbean Indigenous Art Caquetian Designs Episode LI -51
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21 years loving Aruba
PALM BEACH — Recently, Kim-
berley Richardson of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal 
and friendly visitors as Good-
will Ambassadors of Aruba. 
The Goodwill Ambassador cer-
tificate is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, as a 
token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba 20 years 
and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Michael & 
Karen Hartman from USA. 

This lovely couple stated that 
they love the island very much, 
especially for the beautiful 
weather, nice sandy beaches 
and breathtaking sunsets, great 
culinary variety and Aruba’s 
warm and friendly people.  

Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Marriot 
Resort and Stellaris Casino pre-
sented the certificate to the 
honorees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation destina-
tion and as their home-away-
from-home.q

Double Celebration
PALM BEACH — Recently, Jonathan 
Boekhoudt of the Aruba Tourism Au-
thority had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as 
Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. The 
symbolic Goodwill Ambassador cer-
tificate is presented to guests who visit 
Aruba for 20 years consecutive years 
or more.

The honorees were Bryan Meccari-
ello and Shari Bornstein receiving 
their goodwill ambassador certificate 
as well as celebrating their wedding 
anniversary! What a double celebra-
tion that was!

The lovely couple stated that they love 
our island very much, especially for its 
year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque sunsets, de-
licious variety of foods, its safety and 
Aruba’s warm and friendly people who 
have become like family to them. 
Boekhoudt together with the repre-
sentatives of the Hyatt Regency Aruba 
Resort Spa and Casino presented the 
Goodwill Ambassador certificate to 
the honorees, handed over some addi-
tional presents, and also thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their favorite va-
cation destination and as their home-
away-from-home.q
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 Detroit Pistons guard Derrick Rose, left, shoots as Los Angeles Lakers center Dwight Howard defends during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Los Angeles.  

Associated Press
Page 19

Lakers block 20 shots, hold off Pistons 106-99

SWAT TEAM 
AP-NORC poll: 
66% favor 
endorsement 
money for 
NCAA 
athletes
By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Sports Writer
As the NCAA grapples with 
how to provide athletes 
opportunities to be com-
pensated for their fame, 
about two-thirds of Ameri-
cans support college play-
ers being permitted to earn 
money for endorsements.
That's according to a new 
poll from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Pub-
lic Affairs Research. Sup-
port for the NCAA allowing 
college athletes to cash 
in on their names, images 
and likenesses is especially 
high among young adults, 
as well as black Americans 
and Hispanics, though ma-
jorities of white Americans 
and older adults are also in 
favor.
NCAA officials and col-
lege sports leaders broadly 
agree, too. 
“The opinions of the pub-
lic in general are very im-
portant because they are 
reflected in the attitudes 
of universities, who are the 
ones that actually make 
the rules,” NCAA President 
Mark Emmert told AP. 
How to make this work with-
in the current framework 
of college athletics while 
also guarding against cor-
ruption in recruiting is what 
they are trying to sort out.
“That’s the challenge that 
we have,” Atlantic Coast 
Commissioner John Swof-
ford said.
The NCAA board of gov-
ernors voted in October 
to permit athletes to ben-
efit from their names, im-
ages and likenesses, and 
directed its 1,100 member 
schools to have legislation 
ready for implementation 
by January 2021.

Continued on Page 23
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Denmark's Caroline Wozniacki plays a backhand as Untied 
States' Serena Williams looks on during their first round doubles 
match against Japan's Nao Hibino and Makoto Ninomiya at the 
ASB Classic in Auckland, New Zealand, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press

By STEVE McMORRAN 
AP Sports Writer
They're friends, they've 
both been ranked No. 1 
in singles and on Monday 
they became doubles 
partners for the first time as 
Serena Williams and Caro-
line Wozniacki teamed to 
win a first-round match at 
the ASB Classic in Auck-
land.
Williams and Wozniacki 
overwhelmed Japan's Nao 
Hibino and Mikoto Ninomi-
ya 6-2, 6-4 in a match 
which was both historic 
and poignant.
The pair jointly have won 
24 Grand Slam singles titles 
— 23 for Serena — and 
102 WTA singles titles. Wil-
liams additionally has won 
23 doubles titles, including 
13 Grand Slam and three 
Olympic titles, mostly in 
partnership with sister Ve-

nus.
Serena Williams hasn't 
played doubles with any-
one other than Venus 
since 2015 and last played 
a WTA tournament with 
anyone other than Venus 

in 2002.
Wozniacki hasn't played 
doubles at all in the last 
three years.
But the pair have long 
harbored a desire to take 
the court as a pairing, and 

took what may be their last 
opportunity.
Wozniacki is playing the 
New Zealand tournament 
for the sixth straight year 
as a prelude to the Austra-
lian Open, after which she 
will retire from competitive 
tennis. She was diagnosed 
with rheumatoid arthritis 
shortly after winning the 
title at Melbourne Park in 
2018 and has decided to 
make the Australian Open 
her last professional tour-
nament before retirement.
Wozniacki and Williams will 
face each other one last 
time in an exhibition match 
in Copehagen in May.
In Auckland, they formed a 
relaxed and intuitive com-
bination, laughing and ex-
changing high-fives.
"It was so much fun, I really 
enjoyed that," Wozniacki 
said. "I've been around 

for a long time and to get 
to play with Serena was 
amazing. "It wouldn't be 
the same if I didn't at least 
once get to play with her 
on the same side. She's 
beaten me a lot of times 
on the other side so it's ac-
tually nice that we can win 
together for once."
Williams said Wozniacki 
was in good form.
"It's cool. I can't let the rest 
of both of our amazing ca-
reers go without playing 
with her. With her doing 
so well as a Grand Slam 
champion and a long-time 
No. 1, of course I want to 
share the court with her."
Earlier, American teenager 
Coco Gauff beat Slova-
kia's Viktoria Kuzmova 6-3, 
6-1 in 61 minutes to stay on 
course for a quarterfinal 
meeting with Williams in 
the singles draw.q

Serena Williams, Caroline Wozniacki win 1st doubles match

Justin Thomas grabs a win he thought he had lost

Justin Thomas holds the champions trophy after winning the Tournament of Champions golf event, 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, at Kapalua Plantation Course in Kapalua, Hawaii. Thomas won after a three-
hole playoff. 

Associated Press

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 
Justin Thomas began the 
new year mildly disap-
pointed by not having won 
more than he already has 
on the PGA Tour. 
That's not to suggest he 
ever thought it was easy.
Sunday at Kapalua was 
proof of that.
Thomas won the Sentry 
Tournament of Champi-
ons in a three-man playoff 
over Patrick Reed and Xan-
der Schauffele for his third 
victory in his last six starts 
on the PGA Tour, and the 
12th of his career. Thomas, 
26, now has more victories 
than any active players 
younger than 30.
That took time to digest, 
mainly because of how he 
got to No. 12.
He birdied six out of eight 
holes to turn a two-shot 
deficit into a two-shot lead 
with three holes to play. 
"Through 15 holes, it was 
one of the best rounds I 
had played," he said.
He fell into a playoff by hit-
ting at toe-hook off the tee 
at the par-5 18th, followed 
by a 3-wood that landed 
in knee-high vegetation so 
thick that a nine-member 
search party couldn't find 

it. He made bogey.
"I botched it up pretty bad-
ly," he said.
Schauffele became only 
the fourth player in the fi-
nal round to reach the 
18th green, a 3-wood that 
left him a 35-foot eagle at-
tempt. He three-putted for 
par, missing a 7-foot putt 
for the win.
Thomas, who had stood 
off the green with his cap 

removed and his head 
bowed anticipating de-
feat, suddenly had another 
chance. It also gave life to 
Reed, who nearly an hour 
earlier had made a 20-
foot birdie putt for a 66 — 
matching the best score of 
the tournament — that he 
figured would fall short at 
14-under 278.
It was the first three-man 
playoff since the tourna-

ment moved to Kapalua in 
1999.
"I got very lucky to even 
have that opportunity," 
Thomas said.
Schauffele was eliminated 
with a three-putt par from 
100 feet on the 18th in 
the playoff. Thomas had 
to watch Reed have two 
putts at the win, a 30-foot 
eagle putt on the first extra 
hole, a 12-foot birdie putt 

on the second extra hole. 
Reed missed them both, 
and Thomas finished him 
off on the final hole before 
darkness.
"That's what happens when 
you win," Thomas said. "Ob-
viously, you have to play 
well and make some putts 
and hit some shots. But at 
the end of the day, you 
need stuff to go your way. 
And it definitely did today. 
And it feels great."
It was more crushing for 
Schauffele than for Reed, 
even though Reed had the 
last chance to win.
Schauffele had a one-shot 
lead going into the final 
round and was two shots 
ahead through seven holes 
when Thomas went on his 
big run with golf so pure 
that Schauffele said, "I'd 
like to see anyone else try 
it."
But it was right there for him 
at the end when Thomas 
chopped up the 18th hole. 
The wind on the Plantation 
Course is most treacherous 
on the greens, with players 
having to guess if a 30 mph 
gust will knock putts offline 
or give them too much 
speed. That's what cost him 
on the 18th in regulation, 
and it cost Reed on the last 
two playoff holes.q
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Lakers block 20 shots, hold 
off Pistons 106-99 in wild 4th

Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony Davis, left, shoots as Detroit 
Pistons forward Christian Wood defends during the second half 
of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Los Ange-
les. The Lakers won 106-99. 

Associated Press 

By The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — LeBron 
James had 21 points, 14 re-
bounds and 11 assists, and 
Anthony Davis had eight of 
the Los Angeles Lakers' 20 
blocked shots in their fifth 
straight victory, 106-99 over 
the Detroit Pistons on Sun-
day night.
Davis scored 11 of his 24 
points in the final 3:40 and 
added 11 rebounds for 
the Lakers, who blew a 
late 11-point lead in a wild 
fourth quarter and nearly 
lost to a team with a losing 
record for the first time all 
season.
Instead, Alex Caruso 
scored 13 points and the 
Lakers finished one blocked 
shot short of their franchise 
record while they hung on 
to remain unbeaten since 
Christmas, when they had 
a four-game skid. Los An-
geles had 21 blocks against 
Denver in April 1982.
James finished with his 90th 
career triple-double, his 
ninth of the season and his 
second in five days.
Derrick Rose scored 28 
points and former Lakers 
guard Svi Mykhailiuk had 
14 — one off his career 
high — for the Pistons, who 
have lost nine of 11 despite 
a strong effort against the 
Western Conference lead-
ers.
HEAT 122, TRAIL BLAZERS 111
MIAMI (AP) — Goran Dragic 

had 29 points and 13 assists, 
Bam Adebayo added 20 
points on 9-for-10 shooting 
and Miami never trailed.
Dragic tied a career best 
with seven 3-pointers. Der-
rick Jones Jr. scored 19 
points for the Heat, who got 
14 from Kendrick Nunn and 
12 points in 22 minutes from 
little-used James Johnson 
— who was called upon 
largely because Miami was 
without Jimmy Butler.
Tyler Herro scored 11 points 
for Miami, as did Meyers 
Leonard in his first game 
against his former team.
Damian Lillard led Portland 
with 34 points and 12 assists. 
Former Heat center Hassan 
Whiteside, booed almost 
every time he touched 
the ball, finished with 21 
points and 18 rebounds for 
Portland. Anfernee Simons 
scored 19 points off the 
bench.
Miami improved the NBA's 
best home record to 17-1 
— two wins shy of its home 
total for 41 games last sea-
son — and is 10-0 after loss-
es.
Both teams were missing 
starters unexpectedly. Mi-
ami was without Butler, who 
was ruled out because of 
back soreness. Portland's 
CJ McCollum was out with 
an upper-respiratory infec-
tion.
TIMBERWOLVES 118, CAVA-
LIERS 103

CLEVELAND (AP) — Gor-
gui Dieng scored 22 points, 
Shabazz Napier had 21 and 
Minnesota blew a 25-point 
lead before regrouping to 
beat Cleveland.
Cleveland rested disgrun-
tled forward Kevin Love 
and may have lost rookie 
Kevin Porter Jr. for an ex-
tended period with a knee 
injury.
Andrew Wiggins came 
back after missing four 
games with the flu and 
scored 15 points for the Tim-
berwolves. They won for just 
the fourth time in 16 games.
Dante Exum, recently ac-
quired in a trade with Utah, 
scored a career-high 28 
points — 24 in the second 
half — for the Cavs. They 
dropped their fourth in a 
row amid drama surround-
ing Love, whose absence 
for rest came a night after 
he showed frustration to-
ward teammates in a loss 
to Oklahoma City.
CLIPPERS 135, KNICKS 132
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mon-
trezl Harrell scored 34 points, 
Paul George and Lou Wil-
liams added 32 apiece 
and Los Angeles bounced 
back from an ugly loss to 
beat New York.
A day after a 26-point loss 
to Memphis in another 
matinee, the Clippers had 
a least three players score 
at least 30 points for the first 
time in franchise history.

Marcus Morris led New York 
with 38 points. RJ Barrett 
added 24.
GRIZZLIES 121, SUNS 114
PHOENIX (AP) — Jonas Va-
lanciunas scored 30 points, 
Dillon Brooks added 19 and 
Memphis won its second 
game in two days, hold-
ing off Phoenix. Valanci-
unas shot 12 of 16 from the 
field, and Brooks made 
five 3-pointers before foul-

ing out in the final minute. 
Jaren Jackson Jr. had 15 
points and eight rebounds. 
Memphis has won five of its 
past eight games, includ-
ing two of three on its cur-
rent trip.Devin Booker led 
the Suns with 40 points to 
break the franchise record 
for consecutive games with 
at least 30 with six. Charles 
Barkley and Charlie Scott 
shared the previous mark.q

AP source: Rebuilding Orioles,
Iglesias agree to $3M deal

In this Sept. 5, 2019, file photo, Cincinnati Reds' Jose Iglesias hits 
a two-run home run off Philadelphia Phillies starting pitcher Ja-
son Vargas in the sixth inning of a baseball game in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 

By DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer
BALTIMORE (AP) — The Ori-
oles filled a hole in the mid-
dle of the infield by agree-
ing to a $3 million, one-year 
contract with shortstop 
José Iglesias, a person fa-
miliar with the situation told 
The Associated Press. 
The person spoke to the 
AP on condition of ano-
nymity Monday because 
no official announcement 
had been made. The deal 
includes a club option for 
2021.

Iglesias provides the re-
building Orioles a solid 
glove and an effective bat. 
Although Baltimore general 
manager Mike Elias has 
cut payroll while trying to 
overhaul the roster, the Ori-
oles desperately needed 
a shortstop after trading 
veteran Jonathan Villar to 
Miami in December for a 
minor league pitcher in a 
cost-cutting move.
The deal would be worth 
about $6 million for the 
30-year-old Iglesias if Balti-
more exercises its 2021 op-

tion. 
Iglesias hit .288 and 
reached career highs with 
11 homers and 59 RBIs for 
Cincinnati last year. Since 
breaking into the majors 
with Boston in 2011, Iglesias 
has a .273 career batting 
average with the Red Sox, 
Tigers and Reds.
His defense makes him es-
pecially valuable to the 
Orioles, who will likely have 
a young starting rotation 
in need of a strong field-
ing behind them. Iglesias 
has had only one season in 

which he reached double 
figures in errors. He commit-
ted only nine errors in 144 
games with Cincinnati last 

year.
Villar had 12 errors in 97 
games at shortstop with 
Baltimore last year. q
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AP source: Cowboys pick McCarthy to replace Garrett as coach

In this Aug. 24, 2018, file photo, Green Bay Packers head coach 
Mike McCarthy watches during the first half of an NFL preseason 
football game against the Oakland Raiders, in Oakland, Calif.

Associated Press

By SCHUYLER DIXON 
AP Pro Football Writer
The Dallas Cowboys didn't 
take long to settle on Mike 
McCarthy as their coach 
after waiting a week to an-
nounce they were moving 
on from Jason Garrett.
McCarthy, who won a Su-
per Bowl at the home of 
the Cowboys nine years 
ago as Green Bay's coach, 
has agreed to become the 
ninth coach in team his-
tory, a person with direct 
knowledge of the deal said 
Monday. 
The person spoke to The As-
sociated Press on condition 
of anonymity because the 
team hasn't announced 
the decision.
McCarthy interviewed over 
the weekend, before the 
Cowboys made the an-
nouncement Sunday that 
Garrett wouldn't return af-
ter 9½ seasons. 
Dallas missed the playoffs 
at 8-8 with high expecta-
tions in a make-or-break 
season for Garrett, whose 
contract expires next week.

Green Bay made nine trips 
to the postseason in his 13 
years under McCarthy. The 
56-year-old was out of foot-
ball this season after getting 
fired during what ended up 
being a second straight los-
ing season for the Packers 
in 2018. 
McCarthy led the Packers 
to at least 10 wins in eight of 
his first 11 seasons, including 
four trips to the NFC cham-
pionship game.

Dallas hasn't been that far 
in the playoffs since the last 
of the franchise's five Su-
per Bowl titles to finish the 
1995 season. The Cowboys 
missed the playoffs six times 
in Garrett's nine full seasons.
McCarthy also interviewed 
with Cleveland, Carolina 
and the New York Giants. 
He went 125-77-2 in the reg-
ular season with the Pack-
ers and 10-8 in the playoffs. 
The Cowboys have just 

three playoff wins since 
their last championship.
With two-time MVP Aaron 
Rodgers as his quarter-
back, McCarthy reached 
the playoffs eight straight 
years from 2009-16, beating 
the Garrett-led Cowboys 
twice in that stretch.
The Cowboys believe 
they have their next fran-
chise quarterback in Dak 
Prescott, who was the 2016 
NFL Offensive Rookie of the 
Year after replacing the in-
jured Tony Romo and never 
relinquishing the starting 
job. 
Prescott, whose rookie 
contract is expiring, and 
two-time rushing champion 
Ezekiel Elliott have made 
the playoffs twice in four 
seasons and got their first 
playoff victory in 2018 after 
losing their postseason de-
but to Rodgers and McCar-
thy with Dallas as the NFC's 
top seed in 2016. 
McCarthy was fired after 
an embarrassing loss at 
Lambeau Field to Arizona, 
a defeat that all but sealed 

a second straight year 
without a postseason trip 
for the Packers.
With a mandate to get the 
Cowboys past the division-
al round for the first time 
in nearly 25 years, Garrett 
couldn't build on a 3-0 start. 
Dallas went 4-8 in the next 
12 games with a pair of 
three-game losing streaks. 
The Cowboys still had a 
chance to make the play-
offs with a win at Philadel-
phia in Week 16, but the 
17-9 loss handed their post-
season fate to the Eagles 
for the final week. Phila-
delphia beat the New York 
Giants 34-17, eliminating 
Dallas despite its 47-16 win 
over Washington. 
Dallas finished 8-8 four times 
under Garrett, who had an 
87-70 record, including 2-3 
in the playoffs, in nine-plus 
seasons. 
Despite never winning more 
than one playoff game in 
a season, the 53-year-old 
Garrett has the club's sec-
ond-longest tenure behind 
Tom Landry.q
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THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. 
(AP) — Veteran defensive 
coordinator Wade Phillips 
has been fired by the Los 
Angeles Rams after three 
winning seasons.
Phillips announced Mon-
day on Twitter that the 
Rams are not renewing his 
contract. The 72-year-old 
says he wants to stay in 
coaching.
Phillips teamed up on the 
Rams in 2017 with Sean 
McVay, who became the 
youngest head coach in 

modern NFL history. Phil-
lips provided leadership 
and veteran perspective 
to McVay while running a 
defense that backstopped 
the Rams to 33 regular-
season victories, two NFC 
West titles and two playoff 
berths in three seasons.
The Rams won the NFC 
championship last season, 
and Phillips' defense held 
New England to 13 points 
in the lowest-scoring Super 
Bowl ever. But McVay's of-
fense scored only three 

points against the Patri-
ots, and its fall from the 
league's elite continued 
this season.
Phillips' defense remained 
largely solid this season, 
as it had been for his en-
tire tenure in Los Angeles. 
Led by Aaron Donald, the 
Rams finished near the 
middle of the league this 
season in points and yards 
allowed, but the defense's 
bad games were glaring 
debacles that inflated the 
statistics of an otherwise 

above-average unit.
Phillips has coached in the 
NFL during every season 
but one since 1976, work-
ing for 11 franchises. He 
was a head coach at Den-
ver, Buffalo, Dallas, New 
Orleans, Atlanta and Hous-
ton.
He coordinated the de-
fense with which the Bron-
cos won the Super Bowl 
four years ago.
The Rams' defense consis-
tently outplayed McVay's 
offense this season, but 

its bad games were stink-
ers. Los Angeles gave up 
a combined 144 points in 
losses to Tampa Bay, Balti-
more and Dallas while the 
Rams missed the playoffs 
by one game.
"I want to thank them for 
the opportunity to be a 
part of their success the 
last 3 years," Phillips wrote. 
"Most of all I want to thank 
the players who I loved 
working with. I still want 
to coach and feel I can 
contribute."q

LA Rams fire veteran defensive coordinator Wade Phillips

Next up for Tom Brady after early playoff exit? 
Who knows?

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady leaves the field after losing an NFL wild-card playoff 
football game to the Tennessee Titans, Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020, in Foxborough, Mass.  

Associated Press

By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer
Teammates and oppo-
nents, coaches and NFL 
executives, even most fans 
recognize that Tom Brady 
has nothing left to prove.
There might be one dissent-
ing voice: Brady himself.
Maybe that's why in the 
midst of the disappoint-
ment — and some discon-
tent — with how the Patri-
ots' season ended and how 
he performed in the sec-
ond half of the schedule, 
Brady came pretty close 
to guaranteeing he will be 
back for a 21st season. At 
age 43.
Asked about retirement fol-
lowing the wild-card loss 
to the Texans, Brady said, 
``I would say it's pretty un-
likely, but, yeah, hopefully 
unlikely.''
Later, to another question 
about his plans, Brady add-
ed:
``Again, I don't want to 
get too much into the fu-
ture and stuff. I mean, this 
team has fought hard. We 
battled every day, we tried 
to get better, we worked 
hard to improve, and I was 
proud to be a part of this 
team. Not only this year, 
but every year.
``Again, I just don't know 
what's going to happen 
and I'm not going to pre-
dict it. No one needs to 
make choices at this point. I 
love playing football, I love 
playing for this team. I've 
loved playing for this team 
for two decades and win-

ning a lot of games. And 
again, I don't know what it 
looks like moving forward, 
so we'll just take it day by 
day.''
Brady doesn't need foot-
ball any longer from a suc-
cess standpoint. Not with a 
record six Super Bowl rings, 
four MVP honors in the big 
game, and three league 
MVP awards. Five years af-
ter he has retired, he'll be 
feted in Canton, Ohio as a 
first-ballot Hall of Famer.
He doesn't need the mon-
ey, either. 
What he seems to require, 
like so many star athletes, is 
the competition that spices 
his existence. The adrena-
line explosions. The chal-
lenges. The locker room 
rapport. The practices. The 
game planning.
Brady surely knows there 
are few, if any, replace-
ments outside of the game 
once he leaves the sport for 
good. Unlike the man he is 
most compared to among 
his contemporaries, Peyton 
Manning, Brady doesn't fit 
the off-field celebrity role 
Manning has embraced so 
well. So, barring physical ail-
ments — and few football 
players ever have taken 
care of themselves the way 
Brady has — another year 
at the helm of the Patriots 
or another team appears 
doable. Here's a peek into 
which uniform Brady could 
wind up in for 2020.
PATRIOTS
Obviously, remaining 
where he has spent the last 

two decades not only as 
the face of the franchise 
but for several years the 
face of the league is most 
logical. Or is it?
Maybe Brady would like to 
try replicating his New Eng-
land successes with anoth-
er coach. In part to show 
he can reach the top in a 
different system and a dif-
ferent city. In part to display 
that the Patriots' dynastic 
run was built on his bril-
liance more than anything.
Should he return to Fox-
borough, Brady can name 
his price. Does anyone 
see owner Robert Kraft 
balking? Especially after 
some of the "hometown 
discounts" Brady allegedly 

took in past negotiations?
He also would be wise to 
insist on better personnel 
around him after the drop-
off in talent level at receiv-
er and on the offensive line 
this season.
CHARGERS
Brady is a California guy; 
sure, it's NoCal, but he and 
his wife, super model Gisele 
Bundchen, would seem a 
perfect fit in SoCal.
Philip Rivers comes off one 
of his worst seasons and the 
Chargers could be ready 
to move on from their long-
time QB. Plus, what better 
way to move into their new 
home? They will be over-
shadowed by the Rams in 
SoFi Stadium — except with 

Brady behind center.
BENGALS
Brady could play and tu-
tor Joe Burrow. Nah, he's 
not likely to touch the NFL's 
worst team.
BEARS
Brady at 53 might be 
more reliable than Mitch-
ell Trubisky was this season. 
And, like New England, 
Chicago has a top-shelf 
defense.
COWBOYS
Maybe Dak Prescott isn't 
the answer to America's 
Team's nearly quarter-cen-
tury Super Bowl drought. 
We all know how much 
Jerry Jones likes to create 
headlines. What a doozy 
that would be in Big D.q
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France's Clement Noel celebrates on podium after winning an alpine ski, men's World Cup slalom 
in Zagreb, Croatia, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020.

Associated Press 

4th career win sends Noel 
top of slalom standings
By ERIC WILLEMSEN 
ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — 
Clement Noel returned 
to winning ways Sunday, 
shrugging off the disap-
pointment of failing to finish 
a race in front of his French 
home crowd three weeks 
ago.
Watched by 8,000 specta-
tors on the Sljeme hill, Noel 
came from behind to win 
the first men's World Cup 
slalom of 2020.
Fourth after the opening 
leg, Noel edged first-run 
leader Ramon Zenhaeusern 
of Switzerland by 0.07 sec-
onds for his first win of the 
season and fourth overall.
"It's really amazing," Noel 
said. "The race was really, 
really perfect. There are so 
many people here and the 
atmosphere was incred-
ible. What a way to start 
2020."
Alex Vinatzer of Italy was 
0.29 back in third for his 
first career podium result, 
while Austria's Mario Matt, 
who was second behind 
Zenhaeusern after the first 
leg, failed to finish his final 
run.
Henrik Kristoffersen and 
Alexis Pinturault, who won 
the two previous slaloms 
this season, both failed to 
recover from disappointing 
opening runs and finished 
19th and ninth, respective-
ly.

"I can be proud of what 
I did today. It was a tight 
race but it was a good 
race," Noel said. "I knew if 
I did no mistake I could be 
the fastest."
Zenhaeusern led Noel by 
0.27 seconds but lost frac-
tions of his advantage with 
each split time in his final 
run.
"In the end I have to be 
happy. It was close, it was 
tight, it was only seven hun-
dredths," said the Swiss ski-
er, who was also looking for 
his fourth career victory, af-
ter winning two city events 
and one slalom - in Kranjska 
Gora near the end of the 
2018-19 campaign.
Noel started the season by 
finishing runner-up to Krist-
offersen in Levi in Novem-
ber but skied out of the first 
run of his "home" slalom in 
Val d'Isere last month.
"In Val d'Isere it was a big 
disappointment," Noel said. 
"I wanted not a revenge 
but to cross the finish line 
is a good point, especially 
when you win the race."
The 22-year-old Frenchman 
had his breakthrough in the 
final two months of last sea-
son.
Having not been on a 
World Cup podium be-
fore, he finished runner-up 
in Adelboden in January 
before winning races in 
Wengen, Kitzbuehel and 

Soldeu.
Noel went top of the slalom 
standings with 180 points, 
five clear of Olympic 
champion Andre Myhrer, 
who placed fourth Sunday.
The retirement of Marcel 
Hirscher has left the slalom 
season title wide open. The 
Austrian record eight-time 
overall champion won the 
discipline globe six times in 
the last seven years, with 
Kristoffersen as the only 
other winner, in 2016.
The three races so far this 
season have produced 
three different winners.
"Marcel was a little better 
than everyone. He was the 
big guy, the best skier in the 
world for so many years. It's 
good to have new faces 
on the podium," Noel said, 
before adding with a smile: 
"Sometimes it's good that 
Marcel is not here any-
more."
Kristoffersen was leading 
the standings going into 
the race, but he dropped 
to fourth.
The Norwegian and Pin-
turault were among the 
many racers in the first run 
who got in trouble on a 
snow bump with a red gate 
right behind it.
Kristoffersen nearly skied 
out and carried a deficit of 
1.50 seconds into his sec-
ond run, where he failed to 
make up the deficit.q

In this Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, file photo, Penske Corporation 
Chairman Roger Penske responds to a question during a press 
conference at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press

Penske takes 
ownership 
of Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway
By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer
Roger Penske completed 
his purchase of Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway on 
Monday, becoming just the 
fourth owner of the historic 
facility and subsidiaries that 
include the IndyCar Series. 
The speedway had been 
owned by Tony Hulman 
and Hulman & Co. since 
1945, but the family ap-
proached Penske in Sep-
tember for advice when 
Tony George and his three 
sisters decided to sell. Pen-
ske jumped at the opportu-
nity. 
Penske first attended the 
Indianapolis 500 in 1951 
as a teenager and has 
missed only six runnings of 
"The Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing" since. His 18 victo-
ries in the Indy 500 as a car 
owner are a record, and 
Simon Pagenaud swept 
the month of May for Team 
Penske last year. 
"We are looking forward to 
carrying on the tradition 
of the Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway and Indy-
Car racing," Penske said. 
"We have been diligently 
working with the teams at 
IMS, IndyCar and IMS Pro-
ductions over the last two 
months to ensure a smooth 
and productive transition 
and we are ready to hit the 
ground running."

Terms of the sale have not 
been disclosed, but peo-
ple familiar with the trans-
action have told AP some 
of the discussions involved 
offers of $250 million and 
$300 million for the pack-
age, with a promise of ad-
ditional capital improve-
ments to the speedway. 
It took the Penske Corp. 
only six weeks to reach a 
purchase agreement with 
Hulman & Co. and the sale 
was initially announced 
in November. The very 
next day, the 82-year-old 
Penske walked the entire 
grounds and began mak-
ing lists on improvements 
"The Captain" wants done. 
The sale puts him in charge 
of the speedway, the 
open-wheel series that is 
built around the 500 and 
the track's esteemed pro-
duction group. Penske will 
step down as race strate-
gist for Will Power to avoid 
any conflict of interest in 
owning the series as well as 
a three-car team. 
The IndyCar Series has 
been in a slow rebuild but 
the industry hopes Penske's 
reach can speed up the 
process. Penske does not 
plan to make any immedi-
ate changes to leadership 
at the speedway or Indy-
Car, but he does plan to 
put his own board of direc-
tors in place. q
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Continued from Page 17
The vote came a month 
after California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom signed into a law 
a bill that would make it 
illegal for colleges in the 
state to penalize athletes 
for taking money for en-
dorsements.
That law is scheduled to 
go into effect in 2023, but 
it sparked a flurry of activ-
ity in other states to adopt 
similar legislation. Law-
makers in at least 20 other 
states have said they want 
to pass similar bills — some 
with the goal of having 
laws in place later this year.
"You can't have multiple 
state regulations and com-
pete for the same cham-
pionships nationally and 
within the same rules na-
tionally," Swofford said.
The NCAA has turned to 
federal legislators for help. 
Democratic Sen. Chris Mur-
phy of Connecticut and 
Republican Sen. Mitt Rom-
ney of Utah have started 
a congressional working 

group to examine college 
athlete compensation and 
related issues. Emmert met 
with them last month in 
Washington and has said 
he believes federal leg-
islation that sets national 
parameters for what is per-
missible compensation for 
athletes seems likely.
"I started talking about the 
inequities in college sports 
almost a year ago, and 
now we're on the cusp of 
significant reforms with bi-
partisan backing that put 
college athletes' rights 
front and center," Murphy 
said in a statement to the 
AP. "This kind of strong pub-
lic support will continue 
to spark much needed 
change, and it's clear the 
groundswell of support for 
athletes is growing."
Emmert and other college 
sports leaders say they are 
concerned about allowing 
college athletes to enter 
the free market with no 
restrictions on how and by 
whom they can be paid 

for endorsements.
But, Emmert told AP, pub-
lic opinion has helped 
drive home the need for 
change.
"We do, indeed, need to 
make this work with stu-
dents playing students. 
Not having an employee-
based model. Not blow-
ing up what's so good 
about college sports right 
now," Emmert told AP. "The 
concern about the large, 
strong public opinion voice 
like this is that in a federal 
or state legislative process 
— and I believe we're see-
ing this in the state leg-
islative process — it can 
overwhelm the need for a 
thoughtful approach."
Public opinion seems to be 
with Emmert on not turning 
college athletes into pro-
fessionals.
Compared with broad sup-
port for college athletes re-
ceiving endorsement mon-
ey, only 38% said colleges 
and universities with major 
athletic programs should 

give athletes a salary. 
The poll did find 52% of 
Americans believe college 
athletes should receive a 
cut of the millions of dollars 
the NCAA, conferences 
and schools make annu-
ally from media rights deals 
involving football and bas-
ketball. 
For example, the latest 
NCAA's contract extension 
with CBS and Turner pays 
$8.8 billion over eight years 
for the rights to broadcast 

the men's basketball tour-
nament.
Forty-six percent also said 
athletes participating in 
major athletic programs 
should be provided addi-
tional spending money. 
Athletes already receive a 
stipend that covers the true 
cost of attending college, 
an amount determined by 
federal guidelines. Those 
stipends vary by school 
and generally fall between 
$2,000-$5,000 per year.q

 In this is an April 25, 2018, file photo, NCAA headquarters is 
viewed in Indianapolis.

Associated Press

Eller's goal completes Capitals' stunning OT win over Sharks

Washington Capitals defenseman John Carlson (74), goaltender Braden Holtby (70), left wing Carl 
Hagelin (62), left wing Alex Ovechkin (8), of Russia, and others celebrate after an NHL hockey 
game against the San Jose Sharks, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Washington.  

Associated Press

By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Lars 
Eller scored with 2:59 re-
maining in overtime after 
the Washington Capitals 
rallied from two goals down 
in the final minute of regu-
lation, completing a stun-
ning 5-4 victory over the 
San Jose Sharks on Sunday.
T.J. Oshie tied it with 14.2 
seconds left, and Eller also 
assisted Jakub Vrana's sec-
ond goal of the game in-
side the final minute.
Evander Kane had his third 
career hat trick for San 
Jose, which never trailed 
before Eller's winner. Logan 
Couture also scored for the 
Sharks.
Nic Dowd had a second-
period goal for Washing-
ton. Braden Holtby made 
25 saves to snap a three-
game losing streak in net 
and picked up an assist on 
Eller's decisive goal, push-
ing the puck up ice to John 
Carlson.
LIGHTNING 3, HURRICANES 
1
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Ste-
ven Stamkos had a goal 
and an assist, Nikita Kuch-
erov had two assists and 
Tampa Bay got its seventh 
straight victory.
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 

28 shots and Mitchell Ste-
phens and Brayden Point 
also scored for the Light-
ning.
Andrei Svechnikov scored 
for Carolina, which lost its 
second straight and fell 
to 2-2 on its seven-game 
homestand.
FLAMES 5, WILD 4, SO
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Dil-
lon Dube scored in the sev-
enth round of the shootout 
to give Calgary a win over 
Minnesota. David Rittich 
stopped six of seven Wild 
shooters, and Derek Ryan 
also scored in the shootout 
for the Flames, who are 4-0 
in tiebreakers this season.
Milan Lucic, Travis Hamon-
ic, Michael Stone and Mark 
Giordano scored for Cal-
gary. Rittich finished with 30 
saves.
Marcus Foligno scored 
twice, and Kevin Fiala and 
Jordan Greenway also had 
goals for Minnesota, which 
finished 1-2-1 on a four-
game homestand.
PANTHERS 4, PENGUINS 1
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mike 
Hoffman had a goal and an 
assist, rookie Chris Driedger 
stopped 31 shots and Flor-
ida ended an eight-game 
losing streak on Pittsburgh 
ice.

Brett Connolly scored his 
16th of the season for the 
Panthers, Frank Vatrano 
had his ninth and Evgenii 
Dadonov added an emp-
ty-netter for his 18th. Florida 
bounced back from a loss 
to Buffalo on Saturday by 
winning in Pittsburgh for the 
first time since Jan. 20, 2014.
Jared McCann scored his 

11th for Pittsburgh. Tristan 
Jarry finished with 31 saves, 
but the Penguins looked 
out of gas at times while 
playing for the third time in 
four nights.
BLACKHAWKS 4, RED WINGS 
2
CHICAGO (AP) — Adam 
Boqvist snapped a third-
period tie, Dylan Sikura 

scored his first NHL goal 
and Chicago rallied past 
lowly Detroit. Dylan Strome 
also scored for Chicago, 
which won for the fourth 
time in five games. Corey 
Crawford made 19 saves 
in his first start since he was 
pulled in the second period 
of an ugly 7-1 loss to New 
Jersey on Dec. 23.q
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CES Gadget Show: Surveillance is in - and in a big way

In this Jan. 7, 2019 file photo, the new Door View Cam is on display at the Ring booth before CES 
International in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press

By MATT O'BRIEN 
From the face scanner 
that will check in some at-
tendees to the cameras-
everywhere array of digital 
products, the CES gadget 
show is all-in on surveillance 
technology — whether it 
calls it that or not.
Nestled in the "smart home" 
and "smart city" showrooms 
at the sprawling Las Vegas 
consumer tech conference 
are devices that see, hear 
and track the people they 
encounter. Some of them 
also analyze their looks and 
behavior. The technology 
on display includes eyelid-
tracking car dashboard 
cameras to prevent dis-
tracted driving and "rapid 
DNA" kits for identifying a 
person from a cheek swab 
sample.
All these talking speakers, 
doorbell cameras and fit-
ness trackers come with the 
promise of making life eas-
ier or more fun, but they're 
also potentially powerful 
spying tools. And the skep-
tics who raise privacy and 
security concerns can be 
easily drowned out in the 
flashy spectacle of gee-
whiz technology.
"Many, many horrible stories 
have come out of consum-
er electronics," said Cindy 
Cohn, executive director of 
the Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation, who is speaking on 
a CES panel about the fu-
ture of internet-connected 
devices. "It's often about 
hyping the next thing you 
can buy and not consider-
ing the trade-offs."

CES runs Tuesday to Friday 
after two days of media 
previews. The annual show-
case is where big compa-
nies and startups unveil 
and promote their latest 
gadgets, many of them 
infused with microphones, 
cameras and artificial intel-
ligence. Though weighted 
toward the consumer mar-
ket, much of what's on dis-
play may also be useful to 
law enforcement, not to 
mention prying employers 
or heavy-handed govern-
ments.
Marcus Yang, CEO of the 
camera startup Amaryllo, 
said he's had a difficult 
time persuading customers 
to pay more for safeguards 
such as faster processors 

to enable end-to-end en-
cryption, when an array of 
cheaper, but less secure 
options are available.
CES attendees "want to see 
technology and something 
fresh," Yang said. "They're 
only interested in looking 
at your cameras and what 
kind of features they have."
Yang said he's hopeful that 
"something is changing this 
year" after a series of pri-
vacy scandals and secu-
rity breaches has brought 
attention to the dangers 
of unfettered surveillance 
technology. And eventu-
ally, he said, regulators are 
likely to step in with security 
requirements.
Amazon's security camera 
division Ring, which is set-
ting up a "Ring House" to 
show off its home devices, 
has recently had to de-
fend its safety practices fol-
lowing reports of hackers 
breaking into Ring camera 
systems and harassing chil-
dren. It's also faced criti-
cism from privacy advo-
cates and U.S. lawmakers 
over its growing partner-
ships with police. 
Ring competitor Wyze Labs, 
an honoree in the CES 2020 
innovation awards, an-
nounced a data breach 
just after Christmas affect-
ing 2.4 million customers. 
And widely used voice as-
sistants made by Google, 
Amazon and Apple all 
came under scrutiny in 
2019 for data retention 

practices that allowed em-
ployees and contractors to 
listen to users' audio record-
ings. 
There's been some push 
back, at least on facial 
recognition and other sur-
veillance technology from 
China. Hikvision and iFlytek, 
two Chinese tech compa-
nies that showed off their 
artificial intelligence at CES 
2019, now face U.S. export 
restrictions  because the 
Trump administration says 
the technology has been 
used in the repression of 
China's Muslims. 
But China isn't the only 
place where the lines have 
blurred between consumer 
technology and govern-
ment surveillance opera-
tions. Watchful residents of 
American neighborhoods 
are increasingly encour-
aged by Ring to share their 
doorbell video footage 
with police detectives. And 
device-makers are count-
ing on consumers buying 
into ever-more elaborate 
forms of computer vision 
and other AI technology to 
give them peace of mind. 
Camera-maker Arlo this 
week launched its first wire-
less floodlight camera, with 
night vision, a siren, two-
way audio to converse with 
intruders and an ambient 
light sensor to automatical-
ly adjust its brightness.  An-
other company, Sunflower 
Labs, is using CES to show 
off its "home drone security" 

system. If trespassers step 
onto your lawn, a camera-
equipped drone flies out 
from its resting place to 
take a look at them and 
streams the live video to 
your phone.
Sound like something that 
might guard the lair of a 
James Bond villain? CEO 
Alex Pachikov says it's actu-
ally less intrusive to neigh-
bors than your run-of-the-
mill doorbell camera, be-
cause it's only looking down 
at your own property.
Serious talk about privacy 
protections and regulations 
isn't completely absent at 
CES. The schedule includes 
panel talks connecting pol-
icymakers with privacy ex-
ecutives from companies 
like Apple and Facebook. 
Venture capitalist Rajeev 
Chand, who is moderating 
one of those panels, said 
tech companies are get-
ting better at seeing them-
selves as custodians, not 
the owners, of user data, 
but much more needs to 
be done. "We are probably 
at the first or second inning 
for how privacy re-shapes 
the consumer tech indus-
try," said Chand, a partner 
and head of research at 
Wing Venture Capital.
But even as some U.S. poli-
cymakers seek to restrict 
or ban facial recognition, 
the conference is getting 
its attendees more accus-
tomed to everyday uses of 
surveillance technology in 
commercial and security 
settings.
Attendees at the gadget 
show can use their face to 
pick up their event badges 
for the first time.
"We're experimenting with 
it," said Gary Shapiro, CEO 
of the Consumer Technol-
ogy Association, which or-
ganizes CES. 
He dismissed privacy con-
cerns, saying that attend-
ees have a choice.
"You're opting in," he said. 
"If you want to do it, you'll 
have an opportunity to do 
it." Cohn, of EFF, said she 
plans to skip the face scan-
ners because she doesn't 
know who has control 
over the images they col-
lect. She said there's only 
so much that consumers 
can do to guard against 
misuse.q
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Gold climbs, stocks mixed as markets swing toward safety

In this Friday, Jan. 3, 2020 file photo, the Wall St. street sign is framed by American flags flying out-
side the New York Stock Exchange, in New York. 

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Gold 
touched its highest price 
in nearly seven years Mon-
day as investors headed for 
safety on worries that rising 
tensions between the Unit-
ed States and Iran could 
lead to war.
Stocks in Asia and Europe 
slumped as dollars flowed 
out of riskier investments, 
but the U.S. market shook 
off its early-morning loss-
es, and U.S. indexes were 
mixed by early afternoon. 
Gains for oil producers 
and big internet compa-
nies made up for drops by 
industrial companies and 
banks. The S&P 500 was 
up modestly even though 
more stocks fell in the index 
than rose.
Caution has seeped 
through markets since a 
U.S. drone strike killed Ira-
nian Gen. Qassem Solei-
mani in Iraq on Friday. Both 
the United States and Iran 
have since talked up the 
threat of violence, which 
has pushed up the price of 
gold as money flows into 
investments seen as safer. 
Gold neared $1,591 per 
ounce during morning trad-
ing and reached its highest 
level since April 2013.
Oil prices have also climbed 
in recent days because 
any potential violence in 
the Middle East could dis-
rupt oilfields in the region. 
Monday's gain for both 
benchmark U.S. crude and 
Brent oil, though, was more 
modest than Friday's leap.
The recent reticence in the 
market is a turnaround from 

its stellar 2019, when the S&P 
500 soared to its second-
best showing in 22 years. 
Much of the year's gains 
were due to big moves by 
central banks around the 
world to shore up the glob-
al economy. The S&P 500 
still remains within 1% of its 
record set on Thursday.
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was up 0.1%, as of 1:30 
p.m. Eastern time. It had 
been down 0.6% shortly af-
ter trading opened.
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was down 16 
points, or 0.1%, at 28,618 
after paring a loss that had 
been as big as 216 points. 
The Nasdaq composite 
was up 0.2%.
GLITTERING: Gold has a 
reputation for being one of 
the safest possible invest-
ments, and investors want 

that given the threat of war 
with Iran. 
Gold was up $17, or 1.1%, at 
$1,566.20 per ounce. It had 
been as high as $1,590.90 
earlier in the day, and it's 
up more than $40 since the 
day before Soleimani's kill-
ing. 
Gold has historically per-
formed well around past 
military conflicts, such as 
the two Persian Gulf wars 
and the Sept. 11, 2001 at-
tacks, even after taking 
into account interest rates 
and the dollar's move-
ments, according to Gold-
man Sachs commodities 
analysts. 
"The escalation in the Mid-
dle East was both unex-
pected and unwelcome," 
said Craig Erlam, senior 
market analyst at trading 
platform OANDA Europe. 

"Investors are now fully in 
defensive mode, hoping 
for the best but fearing the 
worst."
SPURTING: Oil prices added 
a bit more to their big gains 
from Friday. Benchmark 
U.S. crude rose 10 cents 
to $63.15 per barrel. Brent 
crude, the international 
standard, gained 23 cents 
to $68.83 per barrel. 
That helped send energy 
stocks in the S&P 500 up 
0.5%, the second-biggest 
gain among the 11 sectors 
that make up the index. 
EOG Resources jumped 
3.2%, and Occidental Pe-
troleum rose 3%. 
A ROUGH START: Overseas 
stock markets slumped, 
though the losses moderat-
ed as trading headed west 
with the sun. 
In Asia, Japan's Nikkei 225 

lost 1.9%, South Korea's Kos-
pi dropped 1% and Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng fell 0.8%.
In Europe, Germany's DAX 
lost 0.7% and France's CAC 
40 dropped 0.5%. The FTSE 
100 in London fell 0.6%.
SPLATTERED YOLK: Egg pro-
ducer Cal-Maine Foods fell 
9. 6 % after reporting a sur-
prising loss and weak rev-
enue for its fiscal second 
quarter.
BIG SMILE: Dental products 
maker SmileDirectClub 
jumped 23.7 % after mak-
ing a deal to sell a new line 
of products exclusively at 
Walmart. The company, 
known for its clear teeth 
aligners, said it will offer 
electric toothbrushes, teeth 
whitening systems and oth-
er dental items at the na-
tion's largest retailer. 
YIELDS: Treasury yields 
inched higher and recov-
ered some of their sharp 
drops from Friday. The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
ticked up to 1.79% from 
1.78% late Friday. It had 
been at 1.88% late Thurs-
day, before Soleimani's kill-
ing.  The two-year yield rose 
to 1.53% from 1.51%, and 
the 30-year yield inched up 
to 2.26% from 2.25%
WEEK AHEAD: The first full 
week of the new year 
could help give investors a 
clearer picture of the econ-
omy at the close of 2019. 
On Tuesday, the Institute 
for Supply Management 
will release its December 
report on the U.S. service 
sector, which makes up the 
bulk of the economy.q
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Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

ASSOCIATED REALTORS
For Sale
spacious House in ruby/noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for  
$421,000 including furnitures 
and appliances
Contact Mito at 593 6318 
_________________________________212272

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

ASSOCIATED REALTORS
For Sale
Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 
3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000
Call Mito at 593 6318
for more details
_________________________________212272

January 7
norwegian epic 
adventure of the seas
eurodam  

Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal  Tel. 583 8560
San Nicolas:
San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

TIME SHARE FOR SALE
Golf Studio week 50 2/12/20
25 wks left unit 2314 $2800
and studio rm 128
divi dutch  Village $1995 or BO
divi Village wks 17 studio 4/25
24 weeks left  $1800 BO
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
_________________________________212138

TIME SHARE FOR RENT
Paradise Villas X-mas 
$850 also Bonaire Fliming 
Beach 12/21/28 $625  studio 
for sale divi Golf rm 4201 
wk 35 8/29 - 25 wks left $1998 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
_________________________________212138

ASSOCIATED REALTORS
For Sale Investment
House at Pos abao/ noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475.000.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 
_________________________________212272

Call: 630 1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

facebookpage:resales&realty

Halley Time Travel

FOR RENT 
Paradise Beach Villas
wk one jan 4-11-2020 
2 bdr suite Beach Ocean Front 
Call. 941 343 1088 usa 
_________________________________212261

For Rent 2020
Marriott Ocean Club 
1 Br Ocean View Platinum
Price : $ 3 K each 
date :03/22/20 to 03/29/20 (3)
          03/20/20 to 02/27/20 (2)
          02/21/20 to 02/28/20 (4)

For Rent 
Divi Links Golf 
2 Br WK 3 sleep 8 $2 K
01/18/20 to 01/25/20
studio wk 7 sleep 4  $1500
02/15/20 to 02/22/20
La Cabana Beach and Casino
1 Br wk 3 $1800
01/18/20 to 01/25/20
Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum 
1 Br Ocean View $9 K
1 Br Ocean Front $ 20 K
2 Br Ocean View $ 16,5 K 
2 Br Ocean Front $26 K
Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum 
2 Br Ocean View $15,5 K
2 Br Ocean side $16,5 K
2 Br Ocean Front $26 K
3 Br Ocean View $ 28 K
Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum Plus 
2 Br WK 52 Ocean side $54 K
2 Br WK 52 Ocean Front $85 K
2 Br WK 52 Garden View $45 K 
2 Br WK 51 /52 Ocean Front $ 
160 K both
2 Br WK 7  Ocean   View $45 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
2 Br Lock off  wk 51/52 
building 7 on the 5th floor
27 weeks remain $30 K each
or $ 58 K both all in 
2 Br PH wk 1 
building 7 on the 5 th floor 
28 weeks remain $45 K
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
1 Br WK 2 
building 8 ground floor 
32 weeks remain $16 K
1 Br WK 8
building 6 on the 4th floor 
27 weeks remain $15 K
1 Br PH wk 8/9 $12,5 K each
14th floor 30/28 weeks remain 
Eagle Resorts 
1 Br wk 51 and 52 $25 K both 
1 Br wk 5/6/7/8 $750 each
Ground floor saturday check in 
1 Br wk 7 $7,5 K  each

Divi Links Golf 
studio wk 2  $7,5 K
eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 
1 Br wk 3 $8,5 K
eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 
1 Br WK 8/9 $ 9,5 K each
eagle 9 with 27 /19 weeks 
remain 

Divi Links 
2 Br wk 3 $22 K 
eagle 8 with 25 weeks remain 
1 Br wk 4 $8 K
Birdie 1  with 20 weeks remain 

Divi Village 
studio wk 1 $7,5 K
building C with 24 weeks remain 
studio wk 6 $7,5 K
building F 22 weeks remain 

Dutch Village 
studio wk 52 $7,5K
Divi Links Golf 
studio wk 1 $7,5 K
building 4 28 weeks remain
studio wk 5, 7 and 8 $8 K each 
birdie 4 with 28/27/29 weeks 
remain

Divi Village 
1 Br WK 1 $8,5 K
studio WK 1  $7,5 K
building d & F 
25 weeks remain on each 
Paradise Beach Villas 
1 Br wk 1 and 2 $12,5K each
2sd floor pool/ocean view 

La Cabana Beach and Casino
1 Br WK 52 $9 K
4th floor Friday check in 
1 Br wk 51/52 $17 K both
4th floor Friday check in 
1 Br WK 52 $11 K
3rd floor sunday check in 

Caribbean Pam Village 
1 Br wk 52 $7 K
1 Br wk 2 $6 K
1 Br /2 Br WK 3 $ 6 K
1 Br WK 3/4 $6 K each

House in Ponton 
5 min from every where 
4 Br 3 Bath Pool $370 K
Tierra Del Sol 
3 Br 2 Bath $520 K
Le Vent 
3 Br , 2 bath $650 K
2 Br WK 5/6 $7 K each
25 weeks remain   

Marriott Surf Club
For rent / For sale $3500
$18 K 
2 Br Ocean side Platinum 
date: 6 march to 13 march 2020  
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Century-old TB vaccine 
may work better if 
given in a new way
By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sci-
entists think they've figured 
out how to make a centu-
ry-old tuberculosis vaccine 
far more protective: Simply 
give the shot a different 
way.
In a study with monkeys, in-
jecting the vaccine straight 
into the bloodstream dra-
matically improved its ef-
fectiveness over today's 
skin-deep shot, researchers 
reported Wednesday. 
"This offers hope," although 
more safety studies are re-
quired before testing the 
approach in people, said 
Dr. Robert Seder of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, a 
senior author of the study.
Tuberculosis kills about 
1.7 million people a year, 
mostly in poor countries. 
The only vaccine, called 
the BCG vaccine, is used 
mainly in high-risk areas to 
protect babies from one 
form of the disease. But it's 
far less effective at protect-
ing teens and adults from 
the main threat, TB in the 
lungs.
Most vaccines are shots 
jabbed in the muscle or 
skin. Seder came up with 
the idea of IV immuniza-
tion a few years ago, with 
experiments showing a 
malaria vaccine candi-
date worked better when 
injected into a vein. He 
wondered if the TB vaccine 
would react the same way.
Researchers at NIH teamed 
with the University of Pitts-
burgh to study certain mon-
keys, rhesus macaques, 
that react to TB infection 
much like people do. They 
tested a variety of ways to 
give the TB vaccine, includ-
ing a mist that the monkeys 

inhaled through a mask.
Six months after the vac-
cinations, the research-
ers delivered TB bacteria 
straight into the animals' 
lungs and watched for in-
fection. Monkeys given 
today's standard skin shot, 
even with a higher dose, 
were only slightly more pro-
tected than unvaccinat-
ed animals, and the mist 
wasn't too effective, either. 
But in 9 of 10 monkeys, a 
higher-than-usual vaccine 
dose injected into a vein 
worked much better, the 
researchers reported in the 
journal Nature. The team 
found no trace of infection 
in six of the animals and 
counted very low levels of 
TB bacteria in the lungs of 
three.
Why? The hypothesis is that 
key immune cells called 
T cells have to swarm the 
lungs to kill off TB bacteria 
and can do so more quick-
ly when the vaccine is car-
ried rapidly around the 
body via the bloodstream. 
Sure enough, tests showed 
more active T cells linger-
ing in the lungs of monkeys 
vaccinated the new way.
The findings are striking, 
showing that how a vac-
cine is given "clearly af-
fects immunity," University 
of Massachusetts TB spe-
cialists Samuel Behar and 
Chris Sassetti, who weren't 
involved in the study, wrote 
in an accompanying edi-
torial. Still, giving a vaccine 
intravenously isn't nearly as 
easy as other kinds of shots, 
they cautioned.
Seder said additional safe-
ty research is underway in 
animals, with hopes of be-
ginning a first-step study 
in people in about 18 
months.q

In this Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019, photo, Jack McTiernan, a student with New Harmony High School, 
works on a restoration project with Tricia LeBlanc, left, wetland park program director, at the 
Sankofa Wetland Park and Nature Trail in the Lower 9th Ward neighborhood in New Orleans. 

Associated Press

New high school puts focus on 
environment, climate change
By STACEY PLAISANCE 
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 
new high school in New Or-
leans is preparing students 
for careers in coastal pro-
tection and restoration, an-
ticipating a future with on-
going climate change and 
sea level rise.
New Harmony High School 
opened in the fall of 2018 
and currently serves about 
100 south Louisiana stu-
dents, including 14-year-
old Mei Miller. She com-
mutes 30 miles (50 kilome-
ters) one-way from her 
home in Slidell, Louisiana, 
to attend New Harmony.
Though just a freshman, 
Miller said, she already 
knows she would like to be 
an engineer working on re-
newable energy sources 
and coastal restoration.
"I think that things like wind 
turbines or solar panels are 
really, really important for 
us to be focusing on," Miller 
said. "The main problem is 
that people don't want to 
spend the money on that, 
which really needs to be 
changed. People need to 
see that the issue is bigger 
than the cost."
Miller said she would also 
like to see more big busi-
nesses with money take the 
lead on green energy.

Besid es their traditional 
classes in ma th, literature 
and history, New Harmony 
students take science class-
es that tackle environmen-
tal issues. The school cur-
rently has grades nine and 
ten with plans to expand to 
11th and 12th grades.
"I really like getting to learn 
alongside the other stu-
dents about the problems 
we have that affect every-
one else in the world, not 
even just in the U.S.," Miller 
said.
The school's mission is in-
tricately tied to the state's 
future. A multitude of issues 
from the leveeing of the Mis-
sissippi River to oil and gas 
development have made 
Louisiana ground zero for 
coastal land loss. The state 
estimates that it has lost just 
over 2,000 square miles of 
land (5,200 square kilome-
ters) — a tract about the 
size of Delaware — since 
1932.
So many New Harmony 
assignments and projects 
deal with coastal restora-
tion and protection. 
Besides the classroom work, 
students spend one day a 
week off-campus interning 
with environmentally con-
scious businesses and orga-
nizations in the community. 
Some plant trees or intern 

at sustainable restaurants 
where they learn firsthand 
about composting, recy-
cling, ways to minimize en-
ergy use and avoid use of 
plastics.
New Harmony is a state 
charter school situated in 
a former private church 
school in New Orleans. It 
was founded by a group 
of educators and environ-
mental scientists who initial-
ly wanted to put the school 
on a barge that would take 
students up and down the 
Mississippi River from New 
Orleans to the Gulf of Mex-
ico. That plan proved too 
costly, said Anthony Burrell, 
the school's community co-
ordinator. 
But the mission is the same, 
he said. Students spend 
time outside the classroom 
each week participating in 
field trips, internships and 
service projects related to 
sustainability, sea-level rise 
and other effects of cli-
mate change in the com-
munity.
A recent project at the 
Sankofa Wetland Park and 
Nature Trail in the city's 
Lower 9th Ward neighbor-
hood has been putting the 
students' skills to work on 
a project that aims to ad-
dress the city's water chal-
lenges. q



By LEANNE ITALIE 
NEW YORK (AP) — Charlize 
Theron, Kerry Washington 
and Gugu Mbatha-Raw 
led the fashion risk-takers at 
the Golden Globes, while 
Nicole Kidman, Reese With-
erspoon and Cynthia Erivo 
topped the lists of many for 
more classic looks on one 
of the biggest red carpets 
of the awards season.
The men generally played 
it safe Sunday night in Bev-
erly Hills, save Jason Mo-
moa in a velvet Tom Ford 
coat paired with Valentino 
pants and a black tank 
top, his long hair flying.
But one look was in a cat-
egory of its own. When it 
came to icon Jennifer Lo-
pez, it was a love-hate bat-
tle over her weighty white 
Valentino Couture gown 
with its huge bow of gold 
and green at the bodice.
There were a few trends, 
too, including lingerie-as-
outerwear that was all over 
the spring 2020 runways, 
said Marielle Bobo, fashion 
director for Essence. She 
and others also noted the 
revamped tuxedo-inspired 
runway trend.
"Kerry Washington showed 
skin in a black shirtless Altu-
zarra look from the brand's 
pre-fall collection, while 
Awkwafina paired a dra-
matic ruffled blouse with 
her classic black tux. Cyn-
thia Erivo's custom Thom 
Browne tuxedo gown was 
an unexpected take on 
the trend as well. The stand-
out by far, however, was 
Billy Porter's stunning white 
Alex Vinash tuxedo, which 
wowed with its dramatic 
feather train," Bobo added. 
There was lots of pink in hues 
soft to neon. Kirsten Dunst 
brought the romance in 
blush lace by Rodarte, hav-
ing chosen the lace herself. 
Dakota Fanning was in tulle 
Christian Dior in dreamy lav-
ender and Tiffany Haddish 
rocked bright pink. State-
ment sleeves were also big, 
from puffy to bejeweled.
In beauty, Refinery29.com's 
senior beauty editor Lexy 
Lebsack noted a return to 
classic tried-and-trues that 
included the bob and red 
lips.
"Stars like Kerry Washing-
ton, Priyanka Chopra and 
Awkwafina made red lips 

modern by picking bright 
colors that perfectly com-
plemented their complex-
ions," she said. "Reese With-
erspoon, Zoey Deutch, Tif-
fany Haddish, newcomer 
Ana de Armas and many 
more opted to wear bobs 
in a variety of styles, wheth-
er slicked back, gathered 
into low ponies or flipped 
out. Each was unique and 
further proof that the bob 
will rule in 2020."
Back to Lopez for just a sec-
ond. 
"She looked incredible," 
said Adam Glassman, cre-
ative director for O, The 
Oprah Magazine and spe-
cial correspondent for Ex-
tra. "When Jennifer Lopez 
walked up to us, it was 
breathtaking. Her hair, her 
makeup, the jewelry, the 
gown. Everything."
The diamond and emerald 
necklace around her neck 
was 76.36 carats of Harry 
Winston goodness set in 
18-karat yellow gold and 
platinum. Along with her 
emerald earrings, the piec-
es are worth more than $2.2 
million, the company said.
Sarah Kinonen, Allure's as-
sociate digital beauty di-
rector, was among the 
fans of her hair, which was 

pulled back into a high bun 
of braids. 
"When was the last time 
you saw Jennifer Lopez 
wear braids? What about a 
bun with braids? Yeah, I'm 
drawing blanks, too. That's 
why this structural hair style 
by Chris Appleton is so 
iconic. I can't wait to see 
what J.Lo and her team 
have in store for the rest of 
the award show season."
Theron wowed in a neon 
green and black Dior Haute 
couture silk gown.
"I love that the gown was 
daring with its sheer bustier 
cutout," said Bobo. 
Mbatha-Raw's Gucci se-
quin dress in slick char-
treuse was equal parts el-
egant and edgy, she said. 
"Sequins on the red car-
pet can be so cliche, but 
this modern silhouette with 
its plunging neckline and 
tuxedo-inspired waist detail 
was modern yet effortlessly 
chic," Bobo added.
Blanchett was resplendent 
in Mary Katrantzou yellow 
with yards of pleats from 
shoulder to hem and a 
unique jeweled bra bod-
ice. 
As for Porter, the deputy 
editor of Esquire, Ben Bos-
kovich, said his conversa-

tion over gender and fash-
ion will carry on in 2020. His 
Golden Globes look was a 
cream tuxedo with a long 
feather train that unzipped 
for sitting. 
"Porter continues to take 
bold, exciting steps with his 
red carpet looks and he 
hasn't disappointed yet," 
Boskovich said.
Kinonen had her eyes on 
Porter's skin.
"While all eyes were on 
Billy Porter's custom white 
feather ensemble, which 
took a cool three months 
to create, the team and I 
were more interested in the 
`Pose' star's luminous skin. 
Like, if I had makeup artist 
Anna Bernabe's number on 
speed dial, I'd text her right 
now and get the name of 
the highlighter she used on 
Porter's cheekbones then 
order one for everyone at 
Allure."
Style writer Rachel Tashjian 
of GQ had a few best-
dressed men, including An-
drew Scott, the "hot priest" 
of "Fleabag." She said he 
mixed creams and whites 
in his formalwear "like a true 
messenger of God!"
And her top trend for the 
guys?
"Quirky lapels. Kyle Chan-

dler's '90s classic tux bad 
boys. Bong Joon Ho's sub-
tle double lapels. Ramy 
Youssef's eggplant-and-
black pieced lapels. Eddie 
Murphy's generous shawl 
collar," Tashjian said. "And 
Quentin Tarantino's short 
satin notch lapels were al-
most Johnny Cash-worthy."
Kidman's Atelier Versace 
was among the top dresss 
in reds. So was Helen Mir-
ren's deep red Dior with 
a royal neckline and nail 
color to match. Scarlett 
Johansson wore a custom 
strapless plunging V-neck 
gown in crimson with a 
hand-draped bow and 
train by Vera Wang Collec-
tion.
Zoe Kravitz brought a pop 
of playful in dots courtesy 
of Saint Laurent by Antho-
ny Vaccarello, and Lucy 
Boynton brought it in silver 
from Louis Vuitton.
Gabrielle Korn, director of 
fashion and culture for Re-
finery29.com, was a huge 
fan of women inspired by 
menswear.
"Phoebe Waller-Bridge's 
tweedy Ralph & Russo suit 
made me gasp," she said. 
"I also loved that Awkwa-
fina rolled up in a tuxedo 
inspired skirt suit. Could she 
be any cooler?"
You also had her at struc-
tured sleeves.
"It was such a fun change 
from the usual bare shoul-
ders on the red carpet. 
There was Jodie Comer's 
emerald green stunner, 
Zoe Deutch's yellow priest-
ess pointy shoulders, Bel 
Powley's Little Women-
esque prairie dress and 
more,"Korn said. "I'm all for 
women taking up more 
space, and there's some-
thing very symbolic about 
powerful shoulder silhou-
ettes. These stars weren't 
trying to make themselves 
small in order to fit some 
sort of idea of what's ex-
pected of women on the 
red carpet."
Waller-Bridge said back-
stage that her look, the 
"most extraordinary thing 
I ever wore," will be auc-
tioned with proceeds go-
ing for fire relief in Australia, 
where the couple behind 
the brand are from. 
"It's a beautiful idea from 
the team," she said.q
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A mix of risk-takers and classic Hollywood at Golden Globes

Charlize Theron arrives at the 77th annual Golden Globe Awards at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press
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Forget CGI. Dench is the special effect in ‘Cats’

This image released by Universal Pictures shows Taylor Swift as Bombalurina in a scene from "Cats."
Associated Press

By JOCELYN NOVECK
Associated Press
There’s apparently enough 
groundbreaking technolo-
gy used in “Cats” for NASA 
to send a rocket to unex-
plored parts of the universe 
— perhaps to a far-off plan-
et where cats sing, dance 
on two legs, and recite T.S. 
Eliot poetry in half-Cockney 
accents.
But let’s forget the much-
discussed “digital fur tech-

nology” used to turn stars 
like Jennifer Hudson, Tay-
lor Swift and Idris Elba into 
state-of-the-art, fabulous 
felines. Spoiler (or spoiled 
milk) alert: It’s not the tech-
nology that makes a whis-
ker of difference here (sorry 
for the cat puns, but if you 
see this film, you’d better 
get used to them).
No, it’s an old-school qual-
ity that’s the real “special 
effect” worth talking about 

in ”Cats,” the new film ver-
sion of the Andrew Lloyd 
Webber juggernaut that 
launched the mega-mu-
sical in the ’80s: veteran 
stage talent. Case one: 
Judi Dench, who can take 
any silliness and some-
how make it genuine and 
moving, even in a com-
puter-generated cat suit. 
Case two: her old friend 
Ian McKellen, who can 
embody an aging cat as 
well as he can Gandalf or 
Macbeth (which he once 
played opposite Dench). 
Case three: James Corden, 
who, let’s not forget, is a 
Tony-winning stage actor 
especially good at slap-
stick, which he uses here to 
amusing effect.
Bottom line: However you 
feel about “Cats” the show 
— and let’s face it, some 
love it and some hate it, EX-
ACTLY as it will be with this 
film — give director Tom 
Hooper credit for assem-
bling a cast that knows its 
way around a stage. This 
estimable group includes, 
along with the theater vet-
erans, music stars like Hud-
son and Swift, who each 
make the most of one 
blockbuster number suited 
to their talents. It includes 
movie stars like Elba — who 
talks and growls more than 
sings — and Rebel Wilson, 
a “Gumbie cat” who really 
should be called a “Raun-
chy cat.”
And dance stars. Chore-
ographer Andy Blanken-
buehler (“Hamilton”) brings 

in top talents like Robbie 
Fairchild, the former New 
York City Ballet principal 
dancer who can sing and 
act, too, besides being one 
of the most graceful cats in 
the alley. 
Alongside him dances 
Francesca Hayward, a 
principal dancer with the 
Royal Ballet, in the ingenue 
role of Victoria, and other 
stars of ballet, tap dance 
and hip hop.
Before explaining the plot 
— and really, there’s never 
been much to explain — a 
brief primer: “Cats” is not 
so much a show as a cul-
tural phenomenon. It ran in 
London’s West End for 21 
years, and on Broadway 
for 18. Those are just the 
original productions; it has 
been performed in more 
than 50 countries and in 19 
languages.
All this for a show with no 
real narrative arc, based 
on a series of poems 
adapted by Webber from 
Eliot’s 1939 “Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical Cats.” 
Here, as opposed to the 
stage show, the action is 
set in 1930s London, where 
Eliot would have lived.
It is Victoria (Hayward) who 
begins our story. The inno-
cent young newcomer is 
unceremoniously dumped 
by her owner in an alley-
way. Suddenly she is sur-
rounded by cats — the Jel-
licle cats, who have come 
together for the annual 
Jellicle Ball. (Their opening 
song, “Jellicle Songs for Jel-

licle Cats,” is addictively 
catchy.)
The ball marks the night 
when one lucky cat is cho-
sen to rise skyward to the 
“Heaviside Layer,” and 
be reborn. The choice lies 
with Old Deuteronomy, the 
grand old patriarch, who 
traditionally was a man 
— but this is the #MeToo 
era, and besides, they got 
Dame Judi Dench — so, 
He is a She. Dench, whose 
slated appearance in the 
original London show was 
thwarted by injury, takes 
her appointed place here, 
and lends the proceedings 
needed heft and authen-
ticity.
If Dench embodies good, 
Elba’s character, the 
green-eyed Macavity, em-
bodies evil. He’s desperate 
to win the ball’s prize, even 
if he has to abduct every 
other cat he’s competing 
with.
But before the ball, each 
cat sings what amounts to 
a personal audition song 
— sort of “A Chorus Line” 
for ambitious felines. They 
include Jennyanydots, 
played by Wilson in her usu-
al raunchy, anything-goes 
style. (“Stop milking it!” she 
meows.) Jennyanydots 
lives in her owner’s kitchen 
and sleeps by day, but 
dances with cockroaches 
by night.
Bustopher Jones (Corden) 
is the well-groomed glut-
ton, in spats, who eats his 
way through his entertain-
ing number. q
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A man stands in front of a poster created by artist Tomoko Ko-
noike, one of 20 posters officially selected for the Tokyo Olym-
pics and Paralympics, at the Museum of Contemporary Art To-
kyo Monday, Jan. 6, 2020.

Associated Press

By STEPHEN WADE 
TOKYO (AP) — The offi-
cial posters are out for this 
year's Tokyo Olympics and 
Paralympics.
The 20 posters have been 
created by 19 artists in 
fields ranging from paint-
ing, graphic design and 
photography. Calligraphy 
and Japanese manga are 
also represented. Manga is 
the Japanese art of com-
ics and cartooning, which 
is very famous in the host 
country.
The posters were first put on 
display on Monday at the 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art Tokyo. They will remain 
on display at the museum 
in east Tokyo through Feb. 
16.
The posters are a tradition 

at every Olympics and 
Paralympics, and many 
previous posters have be-
come collector's items. The 
requirement to create post-
ers is set out in the so-called 
"host city contract" in which 
the International Olympic 
Committee establishes the 
rules for the preparation 
and management of the 
games.
The Summer Olympics 
open at Tokyo's new Na-
tional Stadium on July 24 
and are followed by the 
Paralympics on Aug. 25.
Of the 20 posters, 12 are 
based on OIympic themes 
and eight were inspired by 
the Paralympics. Several 
feature wheelchairs, in-
cluding a graphic vision of 
the violence in the sport of 

wheelchair rugby.
Many of the images are 
far from traditional, show-
casing bright colors and 
curious forms. In many of 
the avant-garde images 
it is difficult to discern the 
exact tie to the Olympics 
or Paralympics. Very few 
even feature a prominent 
display of the Tokyo Olym-
pic or Paralympic logos.
That also goes for the five 
Olympic rings, which are 
seldom featured.
Some of the titles are also 
eye-catching: "Space 
Kicker" by painter Shinro 
Ohtake; "The Sky Above 
the Great Wave off the 
coast of Kanagawa" by 
manga artist Hirohiko Araki; 
"Open" by calligrapher Koji 
Kakinuma; "Higher than the 

Rainbow" by photographer 
Mika Ninagawa; "Offense 
No. 7" by artist Tomoyuki 

Shinki; and "flow line" by 
graphic designer Daijiro 
Ohaha.q

Avant-garde posters unveiled as Tokyo Olympics near

Countdown to Mardi Gras: This year, 7 weeks of festivities

In this Jan. 6, 2015, file photo, members of the Phunny Phorty Phellows, participate in their night of 
revelry aboard a streetcar in New Orleans.

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 
Christmas season is officially 
drawing to a close, but it's 
just the start of the season 
leading up to New Orleans' 
biggest street party: Mardi 
Gras. 
Some walking parades 
and streetcar-riding groups 
touch off Carnival revelry, 
which climaxes on Fat Tues-
day — Feb. 25 of this year. 
On Monday the Krewe of 
Joan of Arc walks through 
the French Quarter, where 
the streets are too nar-
row for floats to pass. And 
two groups — the Phunny 
Phorty Phellows and the 
Funky Uptown Krewe — ride 
streetcars along St. Charles 
Avenue. The Societé des 
Champs Elysée, which usu-
ally celebrates on a differ-
ent streetcar line, must walk 
to its party because the 
partial collapse of the Hard 
Rock Hotel has closed that 
line. 
The city hasn't said whether 
any major parade routes 
must change this year be-
cause of the hotel collapse 
on the edge of the city's 
French Quarter. The krewes 
of Endymion, which will roll 
Feb. 22, and Zulu, on Mardi 
Gras, might have to slightly 
alter their routes, said Ar-
thur Hardy, who is putting 
out his 44th annual guide 
to the season's parades. If 
it happens, he said, it won't 
be a big deal: "People will 

say, 'Hey, go with the flow.'" 
Carnival season always 
begins Jan. 6, celebrated 
by many as Epiphany, the 
day the three wise men ar-
rived to see the baby Je-
sus. Mardi Gras moves with 
Ash Wednesday and Eas-
ter. Carnival comes from 
the Latin words meaning 
"farewell to the flesh," and 
Fat Tuesday was originally 
the day when all remain-
ing meat and fat had to be 
eaten before Ash Wednes-
day ushered in Lenten fasts.
Between now and Ash 

Wednesday, dozens of 
parades will take place in 
New Orleans and about 
150 more statewide, plus 
the Cajun-country courirs 
de Mardi Gras — chases 
after chickens and other in-
gredients for a communal 
gumbo. 
Some parade krewes have 
enormous floats and celeb-
rity riders. Singer-songwriter 
Robin Thicke will reign in 
New Orleans on Feb. 23 as 
Bacchus, god of wine and 
mirth, 32 years after his fa-
ther, TV personality Alan 

Thicke, did so for the city's 
first "superkrewe." This year's 
parade will have 33 "super-
floats" and more than 1,600 
riders.
"I rode on the King's Float 
with my father when I was 
a boy and it was one of 
the best experiences I ever 
had with him," Robin Thicke 
said in a statement posted 
on the Krewe of Bacchus 
Facebook page. 
On Feb. 24, Bryan Crans-
ton, best known for play-
ing Walter White on AMC's 
"Breaking Bad," will be 

among celebrities riding 
with the Krewe of Orpheus. 
Also leading the 30 floats 
and 1,200 krewe mem-
bers will be the costars of 
"It's Always Sunny in Phila-
delphia," Charlie Day and 
Elizabeth Ellis, and country 
musician and "Dancing 
with the Stars" finalist Lau-
ren Alaina.
Nearly all parade partici-
pants toss plastic beads 
and other trinkets to the 
crowd, and a record 173 
tons (157 metric tons) of 
them have been recycled 
for this season by the non-
profit Arc of Greater New 
Orleans, which helps peo-
ple with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 
The discovery in Janu-
ary 2018 that 46 tons (42 
metric tons) of beads had 
clogged storm drains along 
five blocks of a 4.5-mile 
(7-kilometer) parade route 
helped steer more than 
triple that weight in beads, 
hats, stuffed toys, toy spears 
and other gew-gaws into 
the group's recycling bins 
in 2019, said spokeswoman 
Ann Christian. 
"It's opened people's eyes," 
she said.
ArcGNO has sold recycled 
beads for decades, but al-
ways to individuals who vis-
ited its Mardi Gras Recycle 
Center, where scores of 
Arc participants work full- or 
part-time, Christian said.q



MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (AP) — 
A year after Will and Daniel 
Payne lost their mom, and 
nearly two decades since 
their father's death, it was 
time to follow their wishes 
for the afterlife.
As they board a boat with 
three generations of fam-
ily, the brothers slip into 
flippers and de-fog their 
masks. Will, who became 
a certified scuba diver just 
days earlier, checks his oxy-
gen tank and jumps into 
the azure waters to secure 
a concrete marker mixed 
with their ashes at a memo-
rial reef about three miles 
out to sea.
This unusual resting place 
is exactly what the Paynes 
say their parents wanted. 
Buel Payne, a former Coast 
Guard member, and Linda 
Payne, who grew up on 
the water and loved boat-
ing, will spend their afterlife 
in a memorial modeled af-
ter the lost city of Atlantis, 
among impressive lion stat-
ues and ornate gates and 
pillars that encrusted with 
sea life.
It took nearly four years 
for multiple government 
agencies to sign off on this 
underwater mausoleum, 
which is designed to en-
courage a healthy eco-
system. Roughly a decade 
later, the Neptune Memo-
rial Reef is home to the 
cremated remains of 1,500 
people, and any snorkeler 
or scuba diver can visit.
The Paynes are the first to 
be memorialized in the 
reef's expansion, which 

opened this summer and 
will make room for an addi-
tional 4,000 memorials over 
16 acres, about 40 feet 
deep. Placements start 
around $1,500 and can go 
up to $8,000, with the prici-
est placements for special-
ized shapes like sea turtles 
and stingrays or for promi-
nent spots throughout the 
city like the lions.
With reefs struggling world-
wide against coral bleach-
ing and other threats, the 
memorial's builders are 
providing coral a head 
start. The concrete struc-
tures offer a high pH level, 
enabling sea creatures to 
flourish.

"We're seeing animals here 
that we haven't seen be-
fore. Ones that have been 
missing for a long time," 
says Jim Hutslar, the reef's 
operations director and 
one of the founders. "We 
actually found a long spine 
sea urchin that was consid-
ered extinct in the Carib-
bean Sea."
Sara Thanner, an environ-
mental supervisor for the 
Department of Regulatory 
and Economic Resources, 
says an April survey showed 
the reef supports more than 
65 different fish, shrimp and 
lobster and 75 other spe-
cies including sponges, soft 
corals, and hard corals.
For people making end-of-
life plans, the reef means 
being part of something 
living. Hutslar is hoping that 
decades from now, the me-
morial will have grown into 
a massive coral reef where 
individual markers will no 
longer be distinguishable, 
and "family members will 
just know their loved ones 
are part of it."
"We're creating life after 
life," he said.
While Hutslar, Will and an-
other diver descended to 
the ocean floor, Daniel and 
his wife and three children 
snorkeled on the surface, 
gazing down through the 
strong clear currents. They 
spotted a parrot fish, barra-
cuda and a monster snook. 

Abundant schools of small, 
colorful fish darted in and 
out of the sculptures.
They had picked out a 
small bronze headstone 
reading "Together at Last" 
to mark the ashes, add-
ing their thumbprints on a 
decorative concrete sea 
shell. The divers picked a 
spot amid the underwater 
city's striking columns and 
statues.
"It's just amazing. It's so 
peaceful," Will, 48, of 
Sachse, Texas, said af-
ter surfacing. "If there is a 
heaven, that would be it 
for them."
Back on the boat, the fam-
ily snacked on cookies and 

oranges and enjoyed a 
day at sea, laughing, hug-
ging and crying at times. 
The men's aunt and uncle 
also brought red roses that 
each member of the family 
tossed overboard.
Daniel, 41, of Princeton, 
Texas, said he plans to get 
scuba-certified so he can 
see it up close, and return 
every year.
"I really didn't get it when 
(my mom) was telling me 
about it and the more and 
more I think about it, it's re-
ally a nice, peaceful spot 
for your last resting place," 
he said.
Hutslar and his partners 
were solely focused on 
supporting marine life at 
first, figuring the cemetery 
would help pay for the reef. 
But he's helped hundreds 
of families say goodbye to 
their loved ones over the 
years, giving him a calling 
he's come to cherish.
"This has actually become 
my favorite part — being 
with the families," said Hut-
slar.
Memorials for children es-
pecially stick in his mind. 
There's something healing 
about the ocean. He says 
you can see it when fami-
lies return to the surface.
"You can watch something 
wash away," he said.
It happened again, Hutslar 
said, as Will Payne paid his 
final respects.
"I hope you're happy where 
you're at. I love you," Payne 
whispered through his 
mouthpiece. "Keep an eye 
on us."q

FEATURETuesday 7 January 2020
A32

A coral reef cemetery is home to life in the afterlife

In this July 19, 2019 photo, Will Payne and three generations of his family throw flowers into sea 
after memorial plaque for Payne's parents, Buel and Linda Payne, was installed at Neptune Me-
morial Reef near Miami Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press

In this July 19, 2019 photo, Jim Hutslar, operations director for 
Neptune Memorial Reef, and Ray Lowenstein prepare to install 
a memorial plaque for Buel and Linda Payne, affixed to at ce-
ment baluster mixed with their ashes, at the Neptune Memorial 
Reef near Miami Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press

In this July 19, 2019 photo, a memorial plaque for Buel and Linda 
Payne, affixed to a cement baluster mixed with their ashes, is 
displayed near Miami Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press


